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THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) tack the Chair at 11.00 am, and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - BY THE PREMIER
Premiers' Conference

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [11.06 am]: I want to make a brief statement regarding
the Premiers' Conference next week. It is shaping up to be a watershed in
Comnmonwealth/State financial relations. It is taking place in an environment of increasing
financial pressure on the States and signals from the Commonwealth that it intends to tackle
its budget deficit problem by unfairly shifting the adjustment burden onto the States. Let me
assure the House that I will be taking a hard line at the Premiers' Conference to ensure that
Western Australia's interests are protected.
Over the past week, we have seen the Federal Treasurer, Mr Dawkins, trying to lay the
groundwork for cutbacks in grants to the States at the Premiers' Conference. We have also
had the release of the Fitzgerald report on national savings which highlighted the need for
both the Commonwealth and the States to reduce their overall general Government deficits to
increase national savings.
We have already taken steps to reduce the overall general Government deficit at the State
level by achieving efficiencies in the delivery of State services. We have given
commitments to do this and it was emphasised by the McCaffey report. However, given the
size of the Commonwealth's deficit, I would expect that the Commonwealth will need to
bear a large part of the burden of adjustment to a lower overall public sector deficitL
Indeed, the Fitzgerald report is welcome insofar as it clearly focuses on the need for the
Commonwealth to play its part. The Fitzgerald report draws upon the forthcoming national
fiscal outlook report which sets out in broad terms the budget positions of the States and the
Commonwealth over the next five years. That report shows that, on current policy, the
Commonwealth will be the prime contributor to the public sector deficit over the next five
years. Accordingly, the major expenditure adjustment task should be undertaken by the
Commonwealth.
During the 1980s, the Federal Government achieved its budget surplus almost entirely by
shifting its financial problems onto the States. From 1982-83. when the Federal Labor
Government first came to power, until 1992-93, it has cut general purpose payments to the
States by 15 per cent in real tenms, while its own purpose expenditures have correspondingly
increased by 46 per cent in real terms. For Western Australia alone, the cutbacks in general
purpose payments over the past decade have cost $600m per year or mare than $350 per
person.
The States were able to cope with these cutbacks at the time because of the boom in State
taxes. However, this is not the case any more. The recession has burst the bubble of State
revenue growth, as have the WA Inc losses. The States are no longer in a position to go on
absorbing cutbacks of this kind. It is time for the Commonwealth to bite the bullet and bear
its share of the burden.
The scope for efficiencies and staff reductions by the Commonwealth is significantly greater
than that of the State Governments. In particular, there should be major reductions in the
Commonwealth's duplication of services and the administration in areas which are
essentially the responsibility of State Governments. Duplication is most evident in health,
education, housing, community services, and Aboriginal services. While we are not saying
that the Commonwealth should not have some involvement in these areas, the level of its
involvement currently far exceeds what is required.
This is the imbalance between the expenditures required of the States to provide services and
the own-source revenues available to the States to fund these services. Fiscal equalisation
ensures that citizens in all States have equal access to services. In other words, the
operations of the Grants Commission have ensured a fair go for all Australians. Fiscal
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equalisation has been a fundamental element in the fair development of our nation since the
early 1930s, and I will be arguing strongly that it continue to be enshrined in
Commonwealth-State financial relations.
In conclusion, I view this, my first Premiers' Conference, as an extremely important
conference, It will provide an opportunity to argue clearly the State's position on not only
the short term financial arrangements, but also how these arrangements should evolve over
time. It will also provide an opportunity to argue the State's case on fiscal equalisation.

STATEMENT - BY THE SPEAKER
Brief Ministerial Statements, Exceeding Time Limits

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): We have had four brief ministerial statements which have
exceeded the time limits. Although there should be some latitude in these situations,
attention must be given to this aspect. We cannot continue to have brief ministerial
statements which exceed the time limits, and consideration must be given to delivering those
statements by way of a ministerial statement.

BILLS (2) - INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
1. Veterinary Preparations and Animal Feeding Stuffs Amendment Bill
2. Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation Bill

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr House (Minister for Primary Industry), and read
a first time.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading

MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [11. 14 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This measure seeks appropriation for issue and application as supply to Her Majesty of $3b
out of the consolidated fund for the service of the year ending 30 June 1994, pending the
passage of the Consolidated Fund Appropriation Bill during the Budget session of this
financial year.
Supply is an integral element of the Westminster system of government and successive State
Governments and Parliaments in Western Australia have accepted and understood that the
intent of Supply is to give authority for expenditure from the commencement of a new
financial year pending the passing of the Consolidated Fund Appropriation Bill. The purpose
of this Bill is no different from the Supply Acts of previous years.
This Bill can be regarded as providing votes on account. It appropriates the consolidated
fund in aggregate pending the subsequent detailed appropriations. In particular, clause 4
limits to two categories the purposes for which these moneys may be issued and applied.
These are to be works, service and purposes -

for which the consolidated revenue fund and the general loan and capital works fund
were appropriated by the Parliament for the financial year ended 30 June 1993;
or in respect of which payments of an extraordinary or unforeseen nature were
charged against either the consolidated revenue fund or the general loan and capital
works fund in respect of the financial year ending 30 June 1993 under the Treasurer's
Advance Authorization Act and the Financial Administration and Audit Act.

The Bill prescribes a general monetary limit on drawings against the consolidated fund. By
so doing, it overcomes the problems which otherwise could arise by prescribing monetary
limits in respect of the individual appropriation items which were detailed in the 1992-93
estimates of expenditure.
The proposed creation of the consolidation fund through the Financial Administration
Legislation Amendment Bill combines the financial transactions of the consolidated revenue
fund and the general loan and capital works fund effectively from 1 July 1993. The
consolidated fund approach will provide a much clearer picture of the State's financial
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outlook regarding full disclosure of the total deficit and the financing requirement. This
initiative will be dealt with in more detail in the Financial Administration Legislation
Amendment Bill, and I will not say more about it at this time.
I have covered the general purpose of this Bill, and I conclude by referring briefly to the
current year's budgetary position and the financial outlook for 1993-94. As members would
be aware, the 1992-93 consolidated revenue fund budget presented to Parliament last year by
the previous Government provided for a balanced result with expenditure and revenue
estimated at $5 061.5m. The six monthly review by Treasury reported to the previous
Government revealed an expected deterioration in the Budget indicating a potential year end
deficit of approximately $46m against the consolidated revenue fund.
Although revenues in total are expected to be slightly above budget, these have been
bolstered by additional Commonwealth and industry funded programs which have
consequential impacts on outlay. After allowances made for this factor, there is a projected
deterioration in all other State source revenues which must be coupled with projected
expenditure overruns not affected by Commonwealth or industry funding.
Over the last few months continuing efforts have been made by Government to curtail
outlays. Although it now seems that it will not be possible to bring the consolidated revenue
fund budget into balance in 1992-93 without drawing on borrowings to finance the deficit, it
is pleasing that the latest review now shows that the potential end of year deficit is expected
to be less than half the deficit forecast in the midyear review, reflecting in large part
expenditure restraint imposed during the latter months of the financial year.
The Government faces a difficult task in the 1993-94 Budget in reducing a projected total
consolidated fund deficit exceeding $560m, and an estimated net financing requirement of
$474m on the basis of the previous Government's policies and priorities. The deterioration
in the State's budgetary position reflects in large part that over $10rm was brought to
account to fund expenditures in 1992-93 from once-off or non-recurring revenues. This
continued a trend of recent years which effectively means that as a State we are living
beyond our means with our current outlays running ahead of our traditional current revenues.
The action of the previous Government in deferring the hard but necessary decisions to
reduce Government spending so as to bring the Budget onto an even keel means that our task
is correspondingly harder. However, we will not shirk our budgetary responsibilities, even
though our determination to hold down taxes inevitably means that the burden of the
adjustment task must fall heavily on containing recurrent Government outlays. On this
fundamental issue, members would be aware that the commission of review chaired by the
former Under Treasurer, Mr Les McCanrey, has completed its review of the State's finances,
and the commission's report clearly indicates that the State's financial outlook will continue
to womsen unless corrective or remedial action is taken.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

TREASURER'S ADVANCE AUTHORIZATION BILL

Second Reading
MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [11. 19 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill authorises the Treasurer to make certain payments and advances for authorised
purposes chargeable to the consolidated fund or the Treasurer's advance account within the
monetary limit available for the financial year commencing 1 July 1993.
The monetary limits specified within clause 4 of the Bill represent an authorisation for the
Treasurer to withdraw up to $200mn for the financing of payments and advances in the
1993-94 financial year. This is identical to the limit which applied in the previous financial
year.
The purposes for which payments and advances may be made are set out in clause 5 of the
Bill and remain unchanged from those authorised in previous years. Where payments are
made in respect of a new item or for supplementation of an existing item of expenditure in
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the consolidated fund those payments will be chargeable against the fund pending
parliamentary appropriation in the flex' financial year.
Members will be aware that a number of activities, such as the Building Management
Authority's capital projects and works and sales accounts and suspense stores for printing
and supply services, are initially financed by way of the Treasurer's Advance which is
subsequently recouped from the department or statutory authority on whose behalf the work
or service was performed. Advances provided for other purposes are repayable by the
recipient. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [ 11.20 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Financial Administration Legislation Amendment Bill 1993 amends the Financial
Administration and Audit Act and the financial provisions of other legislation to permit the
introduction of three financial management initiatives effective for the 1993-94 financial
year -

the establishment of a consolidated fund;
the introduction of net appropriations; and
the requirement for certain hypothecated revenues to be reported in the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure.

The Government, when in Opposition, announced its intention to replace the existing
consolidated revenue fund and the general loan and capital works fund with a consolidated
fund. Western Australia is the only Australian State which operates these two funds, each of
the other States having moved to a consolidated fund some time ago. The current separate
reporting of the consolidated revenue fund and the general loan and capital works fund
provides only a fragmented picture of the overall budget position. Also, the level of public
attention given to the balancing of the CRE budget does not promote a good understanding of
the State's financial circumstances. To provide enhanced disclosure, Treasury has gone
beyond the statutory reporting requirements and has reported the Budget estimates and
outcomes on a consolidated account basis in the supplementary budget information and, from
1991-92, in the Treasurer's Annual Statements.
The Government's initiative in now formally creating a consolidated fund allows attention to
be shifted away from the managed balancing of the recurrent budget and to focus instead on
the overall budget result, including both recurrent and capital expenditure, and the extent to
which it is financed by borrowings. It is intended to introduce separate annual appropriation
Bills from the consolidated fund for recurrent expenditure and for capital. Members will also
note that the creation of a consolidated fund is supported by the Commission to Review
Public Sector Finances.
The Bill establishes a consolidated fund to have effect from the 1993-94 financial year.
Amendments to the Financial Administration and Audit Act, the Constitution Act and other
Acts containing references to the consolidated revenue fund or the general loan and capital
works fund are included at clauses 8 to 18 of the Bill.

The second initiative in the Bill is provision for net appropriations. The December 1991
Treasury paper, "Managing the Business of Government", identified the need for initiatives
at the agency level to provide greater flexibility, greater accountability and incentives to
ensure that the services delivered by agencies are cost effective and consistent with
Government priorities. In recent years the Commonwealth and a number of States have
implemented various forms of net appropriations to achieve these benefits. Each of the
approaches requires the agency to focus on both revenues and expenditures in order to
achieve results within the net appropriation. There is also the potential for both the agency
and the Budget to benefit from additional resources generated through extra effort on the part
of the agency either through charges for services provided or the disposal of surplus assets
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Under the nec appropriation arrangements included in this Bill, agencies will be able to enter
into agreements with the Treasurer to retain various departmental revenues, being revenues
other than taxes, fees and fines, which will be credited against expenditures and thus applied
against approved programs. The moneys applied in this manner will be appropriations of the
consolidated fund for the purposes of the Constitution and FAA Acts and will be reported
within the estimates of the consolidated fund. The revenue retention approach is also
supported by the Commission to Review Public Sector Finances. The flexibility, will not, of
course be unconstrained. In order to monitor operations against the agreements with the
Treasurer, agencies will be required, at an administrative level, to maintain an acceptable
form of accrual accounts for operations conducted through net appropriations. This will
enable agencies to meet requirements to establish and demonstrate the extent of cost
recoveries embracing past and present, direct and indirect costs.
The new appropriations provision is found at clause 3 of the Bill. The legislation does not
provide for agencies to have the ability to carry out balances between financial years.
Rather, this aspect is best addressed through the mechanism of forward estimates as pant of
the Budget process.
Mr Speaker, the term "hypothecated revenue" refers to various general Government revenue
streams which have been permanently appropriated to trust accounts for specified purposes.
To provide an improved level of disclosure in the Budget the Government proposes that a
number of these revenues should be incorporated into the Estimates of Revenue and
Expenditure. This new approach will allow for more extensive coverage of the State's
revenue than is presently provided in the Estimates and is in line with the recommendations
of the Commission to Review Public Sector Finances.
This Bill provides for the following revenues which are currently not included to be reported
in the annual Estimates -

metropolitan region improvement tax;
motor vehicle licence fees;
fuel franchise levies; and
the Lotteries Commission surplus representing the two per cent of lotteries and lotto
subscriptions paid to the arts lotteries account, the two per cent to the sports lotteries
account and the 16 per cent paid to the hospital fund together with soccer pools
moneys paid to the hospital fund.

This proposal will not override the existing standing appropriations to these trust accounts
but will simply ensure that statutory appropriations are shown in the Budget.
Clauses 4 to 7 amend each affected Statute to require that the revenues be credited in the first
instance to the consolidated fund with equivalent amounts being subsequently charged to the
consolidated fund and credited to the respective trust accounts.
Mr Speaker, the Government has limited this Bill to those issues which are central to the
introduction of a consolidated fund. However, as part of our commitment to ongoing public
sector financial management reform, we intend to introduce another Bill later in this session
which will further improve the financial management framework generally and which will
allow further consideration of relevant recommendations arising out of the report of the
Commission to Review Public Sector Finances. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SUPERANNUATION) AMENDMENT AND REPEAL
BILL

Second Reading
MR OMODET (Warren - Minister for Local Government) [ 11.27 am]: I[move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill provides for the transfer of the current statutory local government superannuation
scheme to a private trust deed arrangement. This requires the repeal of the Local
Government Superannuation Act and the inclusion of a power in the Local Government Act
for a new scheme to be established and applied to all local governments.
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There are currently two superannuation schemes for local government: The statutory scheme
under the Local Government Superannuation Act and a miust deed scheme set up to receive
the three per cent productivity award. I am pleased to advise that the Australian Services
Union and the Local Government Association have now agreed to amalgamate the two
schemes, under the non-statutory Western Australian local government occupational
superannuation fund. As part of this process the trust deed will be amended to increase the
number of trustees from four to six, with one new trustee coming from the employer side and
die other elected by the members. In addition, other improvements to the scheme have been
agreed to under die trust deed which will address criticisms of inflexibility under the existing
arrangements.
The benefits of transferring from a statutory scheme to a trust deed are principally of an
administrative and financial nature. Amendments and improvements to the scheme will no
longer involve the amending of a State Act or the regulations which accompany that Act.
This will, hopefully, make it more attractive to local government workers. The trustee
representing the union and employer groups will administer the scheme subject to the terms
of die agreed deed. The proposed new section 169 of the Local Government Act will make
provision for the trust deed scheme to apply to all local governments.
A similar Bill was introduced two years ago by the previous Minister for L.ocal Government,
but subsequently it lapsed when the union and employer groups could not agree on the
various requirements for the new scheme. The Bill includes several transitional provisions to
ensure a smooth transfer of operations from the current board to the new trustees.
In response to criticism of the performance of the schemes I requested the Auditor General to
conduct an inquiry. Although this report is not yet complete I understand no fundamental
problems have been highlighted by the Auditor General. I have requested the board to give
careful consideration to the report and its recommendations.
I draw members' attention to the importance of bringing this legislation into operation as
quickly as possible. The merged trust deed is proposed to commence from 1 July 1993, and
accordingly this Bill contains commencement clauses deeming the legislation to operate
from 1 July. Also, commencement from this date will provide significant financial savings
for the fund and will ensure that the scheme is in operation to comply with Commonwealth
requirements. It should be noted that without this legislation in place by August local
governments will incur penalties under the Commonwealth superannuation guarantee levy
due to their inability to contribute while the current legislation is in place.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Motion

Debate resumed from 30 June.
MR COURT (Nedlands. - Premier) [ 11.34 am]: I will make a very brief contribution to the
Address-in-Reply debate to correct an oversight in the Governor's speech: that was the
omission of Hon Bill Grayden from the list of retiring members. I apologise to the former
member for South Perth for that oversight. I support the member for South Perth, Mr Pendal,
in his comments about Hon Bill Grayden yesterday. Hon Bill Grayden made a great
contribution not only to this Parliament but also to the Federal Parliament. As the member
for South Perth said, Hon Bill Grayden entered Federal Parliament in 1947, the year that the
member for South Perth and I were born; and he certainly had a long career in politics to
retire only at the last election. He was educated at the Nedlands Primary School and then
underwent mechanical engineering training in motor mechanics at the Penth Technical
College. In Parliament he was involved in a number of committees before he became a
Minister. He chaired the select committee inquiring into native welfare conditions in the
Laveno~n-Warburton Range area in 1956. Many members in this House often wondered why
he made a contribution to debates on Aboriginal matters. He has always had a particular
interest in this area and many people did not necessarily like what he said in this House on
some of those Aboriginal matters, but he was a person of considerable practical experience.
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Mr Taylor: Have you read his book?
Mr COURT: I have, and I found his description of the living conditions of some of the
Aboriginal people who had not previously seen European people to be quite disturbing. Hon
Bill Grayden is a person we all loved to listen to in ibis House. In his earlier days as a
politician, and in his later years, he was quite devastating in debate. He was a Stare member
and then a Federal member of Parliament and he served this country during the Second
World War. Hon Bill Grayden made a great contribution to the Parliament, and we
apologise for that oversight in the Governor's speech.
MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [11.36 am]: Mr Speaker, I congratulate you on your
election to the office of Speaker, and all new members on their election to this House. I was
particularly impressed with their maiden speeches.
The beach plays an important part in my electorate of Scarborough. The management of the
beach is shared by the Scarborough and Trigg Island surf life saving clubs. Most rescues and
other work on metropolitan beaches occur in those areas. I place on record the service given
to the community by the Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club (Inc). I have been closely
involved with the club in recent times, assisting in negotiations with the City of Stirling for
new premises. The 1 282 rescues and other services carried out by the club in the 1992-93
season are an indication of its community service. Club members cardied out 306 rescues,
924 preventive actions, and 52 first aid services. They spent in excess of 6 000 hours
patrolling the beach, and the instructors, who are club members, spent more than 2 500 hours
teaching life saving skills which resulted in 119 qualifications being awarded for surf life
saving. The State surf life saving centre has run a recruitment campaign called "Get into life
saving" which has attracted many young people to surf life saving. They are the future base
for community service. The club has 643 members, 459 of whom are non-adults. Currently
the club instructs groups in the community in life saving procedures. They are even
instructing a group of shop owners following a death in a shopping centre. The involvement
of the community in chat movement is enormous.
In order to protect the beaches the City of Stirling provides an inspectorial and lifeguard
service- The volunteers and full time employees complement each other to provide a very
efficient service, and a climate of goodwill and mutual assistance prevails. The inspectors
and lifeguards contribute about 6 000 hours of service a year at a cost of about $98 000 to the
City of Stirling. That compares with a similar number of hours provided by club members.
Those groups provide more than 1 000 services to the public. Fundamentally the provision
of life saving services depends on the willingness of members of the community to provide
their time freely to the surf life saving movement. All members undertake more than 50
hours of patrol duty, and regularly must prove their fitness and update their life savings
techniques. Many of them take on extra duties and responsibilities within the club. On
behalf of the community I congratulate the President of the Trigg Island Surf Life Saving
Club, Mr Andrew Goss, and the Treasurer, Mr David Headling, for the fine work they have
done. They have put in time and effort way beyond the call of duty in their negotiations with
the City of Stirling for the new club. The club invited me to assist them in their negotiations
with the city in March of this year.
Mr Pendal interjected.
Mr STRICKLAND: I am involved with the club as vice patron and trustee. There were
difficulties involved with the negotiations, but I do not intend to raise those matters because
they are properly dealt with by the council and that is well in hand. A matter of grave
concern came to my attention through my involvement with the club. Two separate issues
are involved; one concerns support for the club's proposal and the other issue involves a WA
Inc type matter. My value system means that I place the utmost importance in keeping faith
with the people that I represent. If one does not do that when public meetings and the like
are held one's credibility and integrity suffer.
Many members are aware of my in-depth involvement with the- City of Stirling. It therefore
gives me little comfort that I must now call upon the Government to take certain actions in
this House. I guess members are wondering what is about to happen. I will outline a process
that I have observed from the other side of the House over the past four years regarding WA
Inc deals: First, they involve the expenditure of public moneys on commercial developments
with the intent of raising revenue. Second, there is an avoidance of public scrutiny daring
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the process. Third, a cover-up takes place, and even brazen public denials that anything is
wrong, when questions are asked. Fourth, there seems to be an inbuilt philosophy with those
involved that the end justifies the means. Fifth, a pressured time frame often occurs around
decision making which, on many occasions, precludes proper consultation. Sixth, many well
meaning and innocent people become caught up in the process, but are ignorant of the
implications of their involvement. I think some members opposite will attest to that. The
interesting flaw on of course is the attacks of selective amnesia when an ongoing inquiry is
conducted to get to the bottom of the matter. Those are the features of WA Inc that I have
noticed.
The City of Stirling has several coastal reserves vested in it which are Crown land; the
council can have the management and control of these reserves. One of those is set aside
specifically for the purpose of surf life saving. What I am about to expand on is very
detailed and I will do what I can to get as many points on the record as possible. A
restaurant - a commercial venture - is now pretty close to cornpletion. It is being built with
public moneys on a State reserve which is vested in the City of Stirling. The moneys for this
venture were given to the City of Stirling, as recent Federal grants, towards a local
development project to help with employment and so on. In summary, Federal moneys are
being spent by a local authority to build a restaurant. I believe agreement has been reached
to provide the council with an income of about $96 000 a year. In other words, expenditure
of public moneys has occurred on a commercial development to raise revenue.
Since this came to my attention in March during discussions with the surf club, I have tried
to put the matter under some scrutiny. I felt some responsibility to do that because I
represent the area. I have asked questions on notice at the council and subsequently I have
asked questions on notice of the Minister in order to get to the bottom of the matter.
Members should be aware that in 1988 a proposal was put to the City of Stirling to develop a
coastal plan. A public meeting was called and a coastal advisory committee was formed,
which is a formal subcommittee of the council. It involves the people who use and have an
interest in the beach - a support body of people formed to advise council on what it was
doing. The building of a restaurant on the beach was the subject of very heated discussions,
not only at the coastal advisory committee, but also at the public meeting. In fact it was
totally rejected by the public meeting and by the advisory committee. In March 1988, the
council took heed of that and passed some resolutions which precluded the council from
proceeding with that proposal.
I refer to a copy of the minutes of the council of 29 March 1988, part 3 under the heading
"Trigg Beach Draft Concept Plan". This formal resolution of the City of Stirling reads -

That any future plan for the Trigg beach area not include any proposals for
restaurants or water playgrounds, but residents requests for additional barbeque
facilities be noted.

That was the situation in March 1988 in the good old days when public consultation was the
norm.
My inquiries at the City of Stirling led to local councillors informing me that just recently, in
a report from the city manager on 17 June, the following recommendation was made to the
advisory committee -

That the resolution of Council of 29 March 1988, item 9.2/B 1(3)viz,
"That any future plan for the Trigg Beach area not include any proposals for
restaurants or water playgrounds but residents requests for additional barbecue
facilities be noted."

be rescinded.
All of a sudden, at council level, a request was made by the administration to rescind a
formal decision of council which requested no restaurants. I spoke to the councillors at the
committee meeting and raised certain issues which I will enlarge on shortly. All members
realise that when in public office, it is absolutely critical for a proper decision making base to
be in place. It is essential to be advised of past decisions and the reasons for them. That
information is then used to conclude the decision making.
Mr Kobelke: Not having much luck getting your Government to operate that way are you?
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Mr STRCKLAND: I am about to enlarge on these very grave concerns. I have gone to
some trouble to identify what the administration has put before the council. Before I detail
those matters, I fully understand the anguish chat many of the people of the City of Stirling
will have. I want to place very firmly on the record that I hold in the highest regard many of
those people who work there and those who serve there as counciliors. They are rmne people,
and they will suffer some anguish when I call for my ministerial inquiry. However the
ministerial inquiry will relate to a certain issue and the conduct -

Mr Marlborough: Of a certain individual.
Mr STRICKLAND: Not a certain individual; several individuals have been involved who I
believe have had a iresponsibility to bring matters to the attention of the council, but they
have not done that.
The decisions about the building wilt affect this Parliament.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! 'MTe member for Peel.
Mr STRICKLAND: I will explain to members how Parliament's decisions have been
pre-empted. In fact, many of the councillors are totally ignorant of what has happened.
Mr Marlborough interjected..
Mr STRICKLAND: I do. I will show him how they are caught up in the problem.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel. Excellent interjections but a surfeit of them.
Mr STRICKLAND: When I addressed the committee it was pointed out that in October
199 1, the proposal to rescind this motion was placed before the council. The report dated 4
October 1991 stated that a draft plan had been prepared which satisfied the needs of die club
and redesigned the parking areas, but the significance of Trigg beach and the potential to
provide more family oriented eating facilities had not been addressed because of the
council's resolutions. That proposition was put to council in October 1991, and the
committee resolved that the matter be held over to the next meeting in order to prepare a
current position paper. That intent was flagged in 1991, but no action was taken by the
council.
Mr Marlborough: Did you address the committee?
The SPEAKER: Order! The member is indicating that he does not seek to answer these
questions; that is his prerogative.
Mr STRICKLAND: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
That indicates to me that some of the officers in the administration knew full well what they
were about. I was a ward councillor when the initial proposal for a restaurant at Trigg Point
was brought before the committee without any discussion with the councillors. The ward
councillors expressed great anger at that. They caused the matter to be examined and
resolved to stop the restaurant proposal being made at that time. Since I have left the council
the matter has been re-raised. The council has not seen fit to proceed with rescinding that
motion. That is a crucial point. When I attended a meeting I had to distribute to the
councillors the minutes of the public coastal advisory committee meeting and some of the
background reports which led to the council's decision. The administration did not circulate
that information; it had to come from outside.
Mr Marlborough: What has that to do with it?
Mr STRICKLAND: It has much to do with the matter. The councillors were then saying
that they did not know anything about a public meeting.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Some of the interjections are good, but too many of them are
occurring. The member for Scarborough is indicating clearly that in the main he does not
seek to answer them. The practice of this House is that if the member on his feet shows an
inclination to take interjections, a leniency applies. However, it does not apply at the
moment and I call upon the members who are interjecting, particularly at length, to cease.
Mr STRICKLAND: Thank you. Mr Speaker. I placed several questions on notice to council
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in an attempt to receive some answer about this matter. One of those questions asked what
agreements existed for land use between the city and the Department of Land
Administration. I was told that discussions had been held with senior officers of DOLA and
arrangements were in hand to amalgamate portions of three Crown reserves and to identify
the site into one reserve with power to lease. I then asked whether any outstanding approvals
or agreements had to be finalised and signed which would impact upon the operation of the
facility. I was told, none, other than the discussions and arrangements that were in place
with DOLA, and that documentation also existed of a lease which was being considered.
I also asked whether any sort of needs analysis was done for the restaurant and in part the
answer I was given stated that consultations took place with contact from the Fremantle-
Cottesloe area on viability and operational issues, leases etc. Based on its knowledge of the
location, consultation by officers and the lack of similar facilities north of Cottesloe and
south of Hillarys boat harbour the council commenced the design process and promptly
called for expressions of interest for the operation of a restaurant-cafe where the general
details had been determined in consultation with the architect and approved by council. No
public consultation occurred. The wide interest shown by both the local council and those
interested in operating the restaurant-cafe following wide publicity led to tenders being
called.
Subsequently I asked whether any specific local consultation occurred with the public by
way of a meeting to determine public opinion on the provision of a restaurant, and, if so,
what were the details and outcomes? I was cold that a public meeting had not been held
about the present redevelopment project as it was nor considered necessary and rime
constraints applied. Plans had been made available upon request for information by
members of the public.
I then asked in which newspapers and on what date the council publicised or advertised to
seek input on the provisions Car the restaurant-cafe. I was told that although it was not
necessarily exhaustive, a perusal of the files indicated that articles relating to the project were
published in the Stirling Times, and that no advertisements were placed.
I refer members to other articles which were published in the Stirling Times. In 1988 an
advertisement for the public meeting was published and the public generally were informed
about the matter in an article titled "Trigg 'on hold"' which states -

The restaurant and water playground will not be included in the development.
The people who attended the public meeting were informed by a letter from the mayor at the
rime, which happened to be me, of council's decision not to proceed with the restaurant. An
article on 25 August 1992 in the Stirling Times under the headline "Boost for projects" states
that the council received an unexpected $7m budget windfall from the Federal member who
was trying to assist his electorate prior to the election and further states -

Redevelopment of the Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club, including an alfresco-style
coffee shop similar to the North Cottesloe Cafe.

That was totally in conformity with the feelings of the public at the rime. People attending
the public meeting agreed with the building of a new surf life saving club, but said that it
should incorporate facilities such as change rooms, toilets and a kiosk. That was an
acceptable proposition.
Mr Taylor: I thought all of that was well and truly under way.
Mr STRICKLAND: The member will find out shortly.
Published a month later, an article headed '33m for job boost plan" - the only information the
public has received - states -

Redevelopment of the Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club, including a family cafe ...

So we have gone from a coffee shop to a family cafe.
Mr Taylor: Don't you think that is a good idea.
Mr STRICKLAND: Members opposite may think this deal is a good idea, but I do nor.
Several members inte'jected-
The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr STRICKLAND: In November an article headed "Fund shortfall worries club" states -
The council is going ahead with plans for new clubrooms .. .

Suddenly "a restaurant-cafe for community use" is mentioned. On 24 November an article
stated chat an alfresco restaurant cafe with an outdoor dining area was proposed. Lo and
behold, an article on 15 December did not mention a cafe but said that the contracts had all
been let. In April this year an article titled "Plan sparks hot debate" addressed the issue. The
issue has grown. The council staff knew that- a resolution was on the books because two of
their members attended the coastal advisory committee meeting and knew full well the
opposition of the public to this proposal. However, they had failed in their duty to advise
council of those matters. I have all the evidence, but I will not have time to place it on the
record. Council has proceeded to make decisions in a rushed time frame. Subsequently, a
contract is now let and a restaurant is about to open.
[ have taken up this matter with the Minister for Lands. I asked him whether the existing
reserve could be used for operating a restaurant given that the purpose of the reserve is for a
surf life saving club. 1-ts answer stated that for the restaurant to operate, a change of purpose
will be required. I then asked what approvals were necessary to operate that restaurant and
whether they had been granted. The answer stated that the Governor's approval for change
of purpose of class C reserve No 28477 was required. He said also that parliamentary
approval was required for addition of the portions of the two class A reserves to reserve
No 28477 to achieve the overall development proposed by the City of Stirling. It was stated
also that the Department of Land Administration had agreed to the development subject to
the change in the reserve's purpose and the inclusion of portions of the adjoining reserves.
That matter has not been brought to the attention of the councillors as far as I am aware.
Many of them have been told that everything is okay and that they should not worry. The
decisions on this matter have bypassed Parliament and the matter will have to be debated in
this place. As a local member, I will have to be involved, as will the Minister for Lands.
The Governor will also have to be involved and there is likely to be a lot of public
controversy. These people will find that Parliament will have to become involved and that
could never have been avoided.
I have been asking for information. A note to one of the councillors who asked for
information stated -

Your second request for copies of all reports to Council re the Trigg
Restaurant/Cafe/Kiosk since June 1992 is not something that I can provide without a
directive to do so from the City Manager -

Who is controlling this matter? The city manager. Two other staff members are also
involved in the report. This matter must be addressed. I will ask the Minister for Local
Government in writing to conduct an inquiry into the City of Stirling which should include at
least the following terms of reference: Firstly, to inquire into the adequacy of advice
provided to council to support sound decision making as it relates to the development of the
Trigg Beach concept plan incorporating the present redevelopment project with a restaurant;
and, secondly, the means by which procedures should be amended to ensure appropriate and
current consultation with the public on proposals which involve commercial developments
on Crown reserves vested in council and how such public opinion must be considered prior
to any approvals for development being issued. I understand that the officers of DOLA may
not know anything about the public meetings or about people's feelings on this matter and I
have asked the Minister to find out whether that is the case.
In brief, the surf club has been used to launder a Stirling Inc deal similar to the WA Inc deals
that we tried to identify and which were the cause of the setting up of the royal commission.
If the inquiry is not conducted, the Minister will have responsibility, under the new Local
Government Act, to ensure that procedures and processes are set in place which would
require these matters to be dealt with up front and not behind closed doors. I have found it
difficult to obtain information; apparently, councillors are having the same problem. In fact,
when I asked for the report I was told that my request would have to go to a committee to see
whether I could have it. I was then told that it recommended to the staff that it make five
years' minutes and reports available to me to scrutinise. What a ridiculous nonsense!
[The member's time expired.]
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MR GRAHAM (Pilbara) 112.14 pm]: In beginning my Address-in-Reply speech. I thank
all members in bath Houses and from both sides of politics for the support and comfort they
offered me and my family on the death of my wife in April. It has been a difficult time for
us. The support and friendship has been very much appreciated and extremely helpful to me
and my family.
I also record my thanks to the campaign workers in the Pilbara. Once again, the people of
the Pilbara showed their good judgment by returning a Labor candidate with an increased
majority. Many people contributed to that. Many high profile and angry candidates stood
for election. However, at the end of the day, we won through with an increased majority.
The Pilbara region contains three per cent of Western Australia's population, and produces
35 per cent of the export income of this State. That performance is not matched by any other
area in this State. The other 65 per cent is made up of smaller percentages in different
regions.
Mr Lewis: Was it not fostered by a previous coalition Government?
Mr GRAHAM: It is funny the Minister should mention that. I knew one of the geese in the
Liberal Party would leap up when I mentioned the Pilbara. It just happens to be the subject
on which I will speak.
The Pilbara iron ore industry produces about half the royalties of the mining industry in this
State. Direct royalties in 1992-93 resulted in a return of $154.5m, The salt, gas and oil
industries fed another $71m into the State's coffers. Strong international performances by
the iron ore, gas and salt exports appear regularly in the national returns as having reduced
the balance of payments. It can be deduced from that that the area is of State and national
importance. There is no doubt that the Pilbara makes a significant contribution to the State
and the country as a whole. It is one of the world's great mining regions and is recognised
worldwide as the pacesetter for open cut, hard rock mining. Its work force and its work
practices are accepted as the pacesetter everywhere in the world except in some quarters in
Perth. I have travelled internationally on three trade delegations and met with industry
leaders, workers and unions from South America through Asia to Europe. The one thing that
has come out of those trips consistently is that those people have on their boardroom waits
and on the walls of the rooms in which they hold their production meetings. displays
indicating the performances of the Western Australian iron ore industry. It is the standard for
which they strive. They never get there, but they strive to get there. At this time of world's
best practice and all of that talk, the biggest industry in Western Australia is the world leader.
It should not be knocked round by silly changes and ideological battles which are beginning
to present themselves from the other side!
The Pilbara can and should be more than a mining area. As an aside, one thing the Pilbara
has produced of late is somewhat controversial because it is likely in the forthcoming Test
between Australia and England that either the lead or first drop bowlers for Australia and
England will be a product of the cricket development program run by BHP in Port Hedland.
Martin MeCague started his cricket life in Port Hedland and Brendon Julian is a true product
of Port Hedland; he went to school in Port Hedland and his mother and father still live there.
Therefore, the Pilbara may well have produced the lead bowlers for both countries. I doubt
Martin McCague's wisdom and I congratulate Brendon Julian.
Several members interjec ted.
Mr GRAHAM: He is Irish by birth and that may explain the reason.
The Minister for Planning alluded to the general agreement that the natural resources of the
Pilbara must be further processed. Anyone associated with economic development talks
about further processing in the Pilbara. I could give a number of reasons to explain why we
should do that, but the simple reason is that the return to the State and nation from further
processing is much higher than the return from ore. sold in its natural state. The return from a
processed tonne of ore can be 10 times higher if it is produced as steel than if is produced
simply as iron ore. it is in both the State and the national interests that further processing of
the natural resources in the Pilbara is pursued.
I propose to outline some of the reasons why further processing in the Pilbara has not
occurred and to inform the House of the measures which should be implemented so it can
occur. One of the major inhibiting factors in the development of further processing in the
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Pilbara is that the people who, in the 1960s and 1970s, were advocating further processing of
our resources were the same people who negotiated gas contract arrangements that
condemned further processing to death. A simple fact is that until recently the price and
availability of energy to the Pilbara ruled out any chance of further processing. It is widely
accepted in public debate that Western Australia has higher energy costs than any other State
in Australia. However, the Pilbara has higher energy costs than any other area in this State.
The application of same Government policy has disadvantaged the Pilbara. While it may
have been of overall advantage to Western Australia, it has damaged the Pilbara. One
example of Government decisions and policies disadvantaging the Pilbara is that the price of
gas which comes from the North West Shelf gas project is cheaper after being transported to
Perth or Bunbury than it is at the fence of the project in the Pilbara. It is clearly an untenable
situation. If the Pilbara is to have any chance of implementing further processing these
arrangements must change.
Mr Bradshaw. Did you bring this to the attention of the previous Government in recent
years?
Mr GRAHAM: I will come to that. I find it ironic that the Liberal Party which negotiated
the policy in the first place is back in Government.
Mr Bloffwitch: Is it our fault?
Mr GRAHAM: It is clearly the Government's fault and now that it has been returned to
Government iL has the opportunity to renegotiate those contracts. We will see whether it
does. The current pricing arrangements are not subject to any market forces, although an
attempt has been made to justify the price of gas by some vague comparison with
international oil prices. It cannot be allowed to continue. A simple method of determining
the price of gas would be to either sell it in the Pilbara at the same price as it is sold in the
south west, less transport costs, or to sell gas in the south west at Pilbara prices, plus the cost
of transport. The problem with the second alternative is that it will lead to an increase in gas
prices in the south west at a time when these charges should be decreasing. My first
suggestion is the direction we should take and it would not disadvantage any area of the
State. The effect of that anomaly is that the Pilbara is a more expensive place to develop
projects, particularly in further processing of mineral resources. It is a fact that the next stage
of processing raw materials will require the use of more energy than is used for simple
mining procedures.
The contractual arrangements attached to the availability of gas prohibit further processing of
natural resources in the Pilbara. In the time the contracts have been in place no serious
attempt has been made to further process our resources. It is all very well for the Minister to
talk about the need for further processing in the Pilbara, but the fact is that it has not
occurred. The fundamental question has not been addressed.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Thbis side of politics got the North West Shelf gas project up and running
and you had a decade to capitalise on it. In the next decade we will capitalise on it.
Mr GRAHAM: At the same time as we have been unable to develop our steel industry,
Taiwan, Korea, China, Indonesia and Malaysia have established major steel plants. China
has built up an industry which is using modern technology and it is now a world leader in the
steel industry. The Japanese steel industry has doubled in size, yet we have been unable to
do that in this country.
Several members inteijected.
Mr GRAHAM: I will deal with the Liberal Party's rhetoric.
Another obstacle to further processing in the Pilbara has been the role of the State Energy
Commission of Western Australia. SECWA was made the sole seller of gas in the Pilbara
and that monopolistic situation was counterproductive to further processing. Its role, when
considered in conjunction with the take or pay contracts, effectively locked any new
participants out of the system. Ilam not suggesting that SECWA has been acting in concert
with the North West Shelf joint venture partners or that there has been any impropriety.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The royal commission made it clear that there was no impropriety.
Mr GRAHAM: The Leader of the House should listen to what I am saying because he may
learn something. I said there has been no suggestion of impropriety.
12313--15
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Several members interjected.
Mr GRAHAM: Ihe Leader of the House should shut up and listen.
In 1988 some changes were made to these conditions and the final changes occurred last year
when the then Labor Government, led by Carmen Lawrence, opened up the Pilbama gas
market to competition.
The Minister for Energy has been tripping around the State making statements about further
secondary processing, including setting targets for iron ore producers.
Mr C.J Banett: That is right.
Mr GRAHAM: It sounds nice - members should forgive my cynicism, but I have heard this
rhetoric throughout my adult life. One of the major obstacles is this Minister and unless he is
prepared to make the decisions required to address the price and availability of gas in the
Pilbara further processing will not proceed.
I will refer to changes to the Pilbara recommended in the Pilbara 21 report. They included
giving the region some autonomy by the formation of a separate power utility which would
be outside SECWA's operations. It recommended the creation of competitive markcets in
both gas and electricity. I know it might sound different, coming from a left wing member of
the Labor Party.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Would you support a totally free gas market?
Mr GRAHAM: Yes, I would support it with some restrictions. By having an instant free
market the major developers will be given an advantage.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You want to get your grubby little fingers in the pie.
Mr GRAHAM: The Minister should not talk nonsense. We said there needed to be
competition in these markets. Unlike some members, on both sides of the House, I have
absolutely no fear of private enterprise. I have worked a large part of my adult life in private
enterprise.
Mr Shave: That is how the world goes round.
Mr GRAHAM: I have worked in and built private power stations and they do not frighten
me. We recommended further that there should be an integrated energy grid in the Pilbara.
There currently is not one. We also recommended construction of a privately owned power
station in Port Hedland. Those recommendations were taken on board by the previous
Government and referred to a group of people which included experts from the State Energy
Commission and people with real knowledge in the energy field. That group agreed with the
recommendations of the Pilbara study. It said those recommendations could work in a
technical sense and it recommended that the matter be pursued by Government. Further to
those processes, the whole kit and caboodle was referred to Sir Roderick Carnegie for
independent assessment. The result of that process was that Carnegie endorsed the changes
recommended and said that we basically had it right.
Mr Bloffwitch: The report is public so we all know what is in it.
Mr GRAHAM: In the years leading up the release of that report a series of negotiations had
taken place between the State Government and BHIP Iron Ore. That culminated in an
agreement that BHP, at an estimated cost of $300m, would build, own and operate a major
power station in Port Bedland and a gas transmission pipeline from Dampier to Port
Hedland. The capacity of the line would be such that it would meet the requirements of any
likely future industrial development in Port Hedland. It would allow for further expansion
and would not be designated purely for the power station use. The company would also
build, own and operate a power line from Port Hedland to Newman. For its part the State
Government would consolidate and remove by legislation any further processing obligations
Of BlIP -

Mr CJ. Barnett: Is that under the Mt Newman Act or all of them?
Mr GRAHAM: All iron ore Acts.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Does it apply to all BlIP's obligations right across Western Australia?
Mr GRAHAM: That is not what I said.
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Mr CiJ. Barnett: I am asking the question. What did you give away?
Mr GRAHAM: Those arrangements were public and are no secret.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: There is some confusion.
Mr GRAHAM: BHIP arranged briefings for anyone with an interest in the matter. I attended
one of those briefings and I know that the current Premier also did so. Other members of the
Liberal Party, including the Minister for Education, attended a briefing but I do not know
whether the Minister for Energy attended one. It is worthwhile reflecting that when the
Pilbara. Development Commission Bill was introduced into Parliament last year the current
Premier said -

Broken Hill Proprietary Co Ltd will shortly announce that it will put in a gas fared
power station at Hedland. More importantly, BHP will build a gas pipeline to
Hediland which will guarantee the continuation of that town for many years.
That is the kind of development that we should have been encouraging a long time
ago. Yes, the Opposition does want to establish a power station in Port Hedland and
it is terrific that BHP will do that and build a gas pipeline from Karratha to Port
Hedland. When that pipeline is built, a number of other industries will be attracted to
that area. A transmission line will then be built out to Newman.

It was clearly no secret deal in December 1992. The only serious non-political criticism of
the project has been about the removal of BHtP's secondary processing obligations from the
agreement Acts. It may seem paradoxical to remove those obligations to facilitate secondary
processing. However, it is a step that is not only defensible in every way and in every realm,
but also one that was recommended to Government by a number of sources. It is also a
move that has been taken with regard to other companies in the iron ore industry, and some
have already taken advantage of these kinds of arrangements.
The Pilbara 21 study last year, in conjunction with the Department of State Development -
now the Department of Resources Development - went through the resource agreements and
found that not one of them had worked. This is what we are trading off with BHP in return
for a $300m power station and associated Works. I have already outlined som'e of the reasons
those agreements have not worked, but another reason is that they are commercial lunacy.
My predecessor, Arthur Bickerton, who represented the Pilbara electorate for more than
20 years, pointed out in 1964 when the Liberal Party introduced the first Mt Newman
agreement Act, that the secondary processing obligation placed no obligation on the
company at all to further process resources. That is the system the Liberal Party still wants
to defend. The sections are a couple of pages in the greement Acts which over 30 years have
not worked. There is no point Government members saying that they did not work because
the Labor Party was in Government; the Brand, Tonkin, Court, Burke, Dowding and
Lawrence Governments have all failed to get any sort of processing of our resources into the
Pilbara, and the present Government will also fail unless it makes the kind of changes I am
recommending. There is no point in the Government being smug; until those changes are
made it will fail in this area also.
I have given the Government every chance, it has been given all the information it needs.
All its work has been done for it and it is all there; and a decision has been made on the
project. The only obstacle in this matter now is the Minister because a decision has been
made. The Minister has the best little propaganda machine 1 have ever seen: he has never
worked in private enterprise and yet he is a crusader for private enterprise.
Mr Shave: That is not true, he worked for the Chamber of Commerce.
Mr GRAHAM: The Minister is a business bureaucrat and his entire work history has been of
that nature.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: I have never purported to be a businessman.
Mr GRAHAM: No, but the Minister puts on his hair shirt and take sides with anyone in
private enterprise. The kind of decisions he must make about the Pilbara are bread and butter
decisions;, they are not particularly hard or complex and they do not cost anything. He must
make the decisions because that is what he is paid for. I found it absolutely ironical that the
Governor's address included a comment that the Governiment is working hard to reduce the
cost of energy, when the single biggest impediment to reducing the cost of energy in the
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most important area of this State is the Minister who either will not, or cannot, make the
decisions required. The Minister still has not considered the recommendations of (he
Carnegie report of die Energy Board of Review.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes I have.
Mr GRAHAM: In that case, he has misled the Parliament because in answer to a question
this week in Parliament he said the Government had not considered the Carnegie report-
Mr C.J. Barnett: It has considered it.
Mr GRAHAM: I ask the Minister: Has he or has he not considered it?
Mr C.J. Barnett: Of course I have.
Mr GRAHAM: Okay; what will the Government do in the Pilbara?
Mr C.J. Barnett: The Government will make a decision and announce it when it wishes to.
The Government has considered it. Ic has not made a Cabinet decision about the Carnegie
report.
Mr GRAHAM: Why did the Minister say, in answer to question 64, "The Government has
not yet formally considered any of the recommendations of the Energy Board of Review"?
Mir C.J. Barnett: That is correct. By "formally", I mean a Cabinet decision. There has not
been a Cabinet decision.
Mr GRAHAM: Come on! The Minister is misleading not only the public with his rhetoric,
but also the Parliament. Let us get on with it. The Minister has diverted me enough and I
have lost a bit of time. I want to talk about the pipeline.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Good. A lot of people are interested in that.
Mr GRAHAM: I want the Minister to do two things. Firstly, I want him to break an election
commitnent that he made. That should not be difficult for the Minister. The Premier did not
have the guts to pull the Minister for Resources Development into line during the election
campaign - to his eternal shame, and I will never forgive him for that.
Mr Shave: He will be heartbroken about that!
Mr GRAHAM: He is not a bad lad. I have got some time for the young fellow. However,

-he did not have the guts to pull the Minister into line, and the Minister locked him into
punishing BHP for the power station proposal with the timing of the announcement -

Mr CiJ. Barnett: That is not true.
Mr GRAHAM: I will get up on another occasion and produce the papers and press releases
and take the Minister through the day when he locked the Premier in. The Premier started
off the morning by supporting it absolutely and saying it was a good project, and by the end
of the day he had been locked into saying that all bets were off.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: I said all bets are off, not the Premier.
Mr GRAHAM: Yes, and by the end of the day the Minister had locked the Premier into that
position. What the Minister did then, and what he has done since the election, raises the
whole question of sovereign risk. The Minister has put BHP into a position - and I will give
him credit because he has done it very subtly and cleverly - where he will not make a
decision about the Pilbara and will not approve BHP's power station agreement Act until
BHP gets the Government's wobbly pipeline out of trouble. The Government's pipeline has
some problems. The first problem is the way in which it was conceived. It is a political
project. It was cooked up by Hugh Morgan and Richard Court. Its conception was purely
political.
Mr CiJ. Barnett: Don't you think it is important? The member for Kalgoorlie surely
supports gas coming into the goldflelds, and had he been here yesterday he would have
realised that one of the proposals is to reticulate all of his electorate.
Mr GRAHAM: Give me an undertaking that not one cent of Government money will be
spent and that no contrived arrangements will be entered into to make that pipeline viable,
because my information is that without that kind of support, or a take or pay arrangement, it
will not stand up; notwithstanding the Minister's attempts to coerce BH4P into putting a gas
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pipeline into Newman that will pick up part of the cost of it. The Minister has been doing
that, in the nicest possible way, by saying he should maximise State advantage on both
projects.
The Minister picked up a proper and appropriate agreement, which is legally binding upon
the State Government and Bill, and tied it together with a project that was conceived in a
political sense, and he will not let one go without the other.
Mr C.J. Barnett: The former Government made a decision in Cabinet which it did not act
upon in the Parliament. BHP is not happy with that Cabinet decision. flat is part of the
problem.
Mr GRAHAM: BHP is not happy?
Mr CiJ. Barnett: That is right.
Mr GRAHAM: I will raise that with BHP.
Mr C.J. Barnett: You should, and you should get the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
discuss it with BHP.
Mr GRAHAM: The Government has raised the issue of sovereign risk. It is looking for a
way to get out of the pipeline. That is the Government's problem now. It is squirming and
trying to find a way to make the finances stand up, and it would rather get out of it.

Amend nent to Motion

Mr GRAHAM: I move the following amendment -

That the following words be added to the motion -

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the Government has betrayed the
trust of students, parents and teachers by discounting their needs and
mismanaging the all-important Education portfolio.

MRS HALLAHAN (Armadaie) [12.35 pm]: I second and support the amendment before
the House. In the five short months that this Government has been in office, the foundations
of the education system in this State have been seriously undermined by the Government
and, indeed, by the Minister. In fact, the bungling in the Education portfolio is second only
to the bungling in the Environment portfolio. We have a serious situation with ministerial
mismanagement in one of the mast important portfolios in this State; uncertainty for teachers
and parents about the ongoing stability and resaurcing of this important system for students
and their future opportunities;, industrial action on a massive scale; ministerial threats that no
new schools will be built; the launching of review upon review, and today a discussion paper
which has actually come out of one of those reviews.
The Minister will not deny that $100m will be taken out of the Education budget in the
forthcoming Budget. We also have had a denial of the policy on which the Liberal-National
Party coalition went to the electorate. The coalition went to the electorate on the document
dated January 1993. However, after the election the Minister said to a number of people who
went to see him that that is not his document; that is Fred Tubby's document. His document
is the one written in 1989, and that is the one from which he is working. Therefore,
regardless of what the two parties opposite coalesced about in respect of education and
training, the Minister for Education has thrown that over his shoulder and gone back to the
document that he wrote four or five years ago.
Great uncertainty exists among university students. They am extremely worried about a
Minister who is committed to doing away with student unionism. Those students are
constantly in the Public Gallery, watching and waiting for an attack upon their student
movement. The partners in the training portfolio - the unions and industry - ame uncertain
about whether the structures which they have worked so hard to establish are under threat
and will be disbanded. We have a serious state of instability, brought about by the bungling
of the Minister for Education.
The Minister for Education has said that he admires the American education system. I have
met educators in the United States of America. That is a most inequitable system. I can tell
the Minister that if that is the system he wishes to impose upon Western Australia, it will not
be acceptable to Western Australians, and they certainly do not want to see their equitable
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system undermined in that way. There are shortcomings in our system and there are things
that various members would like to change, but none of us would want to move to a situation
where schools in poorer areas are without resources and schools in wealthier areas are well
resaurced; and America has that. I was told when I was in America that there were schools
that do not even have enough chains for students to sit on if all the students turn up on any
given day.
Mr Bradshaw: We have just taken over the Education portfolio. You am the ones who
mismanaged it.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I am talking about America. The Government has inheritcd,a very good
education system in this State. I amn saying that the Government should not undermine that
system. The Opposition will not stand by and see that done, and neither will the general
community.
To return to the American situation, some schools have no teaching aides whatever. One
teacher said her classroom had no atlas and no globe to show the children how America
related to the rest of the world. They had no idea how they fitted into the world. That is a
school without resources. The teacher went to the principal after struggling for months
without resources and told the principal that she could not continue. The principal said that
many resources were available in the school but that the electric lift used to lift the resources
from the storage compartments had broken down and had been out of service for 12 months.
No-one on staff had access to the resources and that valuable information, even though they
were sitting in the storage area. If that is our Minister for Education's vision for education in
Western Australia his vision is totally unacceptable.
In America they have some of the most deprived, depressed, disadvantaged schools in areas
where parents have no advantages either, parents who arc struggling to provide for their
children and who are not assisted by the community or by the central Government or, in
many cases, by State Governments. In that situation there is no equity where parents do not
have money and live in a deprived area without any facilities. Other schools exist in areas
where people are comfortably off. To some extent, in America the rating system for homes
is dependent on the quality of schools. It is a factor which influences the local rating system.
It is a localised system, and it is a devolved system which our Minister wants here. Although
has ordered sections to be removed from the devolution document, his agenda is clear.
The well-off schools in the American system have small class sizes, qualified teachers and
paid teaching aides in the classrooms. They have resource rich classes which have access to
all the information and the latest technology. In some parts of America students have a
wonderful learning experience, backed up by wealthy parents. There is some arrogance
about this argument by the Government that indicates if students have wealthy parents
somehow they are more capable and intelligent and will make a greater contribution. We all
know that is bunkum. .All students, given opportunities, can make a great contribution to
society but we must have an education system which gives students those opportunities. We
must have a system that provides for all students.
Mrs van de Klashorst: Why did you not do that in Middle Swan?
Mrs HALLAHAN: We have an interjection by a new member. She does not mention the
new school at Gidgegannup which has every facility and is comparable with any situation in
Australia. When the new member for Swan Hills makes another speech she can tell us what
she and the parents think about the Gidgegannup school. I can tell the member that no
Liberal Party-National Party coalition Government has ever provided schools equivalent to
those provided under a Labor Government.
Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mrs HALLAHAN: We set a new standard and this Government does not have a
commitment to maintain it.
Several members interjected.
The ACTIG SPEAKER (Mr Ainswort 'h): Order!
Mr Trenorden: Why did you take a number of preprimary classes out of Northam and put
them in Labor Party seats?
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Mrs HALLAHAN: Transportables are moved round the State as required. The member
should talk about that matter biter. No resources have ever been moved under a Labor
Government on the basis of marginal seats.
Several members intrjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mrs HALLAHAN: The problem is that devolution is on the agenda, Government members
should disown the Minister for Education because he will rake us down the American track.
He admires the inequitable American system. If Government members reject that system
they will be doing a good job. They will be rejecting the bungling in the Education portfolio
as well. The devolution document under this Government will take us down the path of
inequity, away from the path of opportunity for all students. The Government has modified
the document; it has taken out the timetable and so on. My colleagues who will support the
debate will address those issues.
Several members interjected.
Mrs HALLAHAN: Members should listen because they might need to know what is on the
mind of the Minister for Education. He intends taking us down a path -
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Ainsworth): Ordefl
Mrs HALLAHAN: We have heard many interjections from a new member. We forgive new
members for their bad manners. He represents a growing electorate which includes many
young children and needs many resources to meet the needs of students.
Mr W. Smith: Why didn't you do it?
Mrs HALLAHAN: Many resources went to that electorate. We do not give resources to
areas that have yelling buffoons as local members, but on the basis of need -

Mr W. Smith: Very good parliamentary conduct. You cannot answer the question.
Mrs HALLAI-AN: We have seen all the bungling. We have seen die gross bungling in the
Education portfolio. I outlined at the beginning of my remarks the shortcomings and
uncertainties that cause great worry across the Education portfolio. The education for five
year olds is an area I pointed to.
Several members interjected
The ACIlNG SPEAKER: Order! I know that this is a very controversial subject that excites
some members - particularly some of the new members. However, the level of interjections
has gone too far. The cross-Chamber discussions have certainly got out of hand this
morning. I prefer that all interjections should cease.
Mrs HALLAHAN: I thank you for your guidance, Mr Acting Speaker. I will address my
remarks to you because clearly you know all about education. Today we are discussing an
issues paper on voluntary full time preprimary education in Western Australia prepared for
the Minister for Education by a ministerial task force chaired by Hon Barbara Scott MLC.
The task force addressing this important issue, from which the Government wants to run
away, an area for which the Government is not prepared to provide resources, and to which it
will not give priority - an area to which the Lawrence Labor Government gave priority - is
chaired by one of the sharpest, continuously harping, carping critics of the full time five year
old program. Her appointment as chairperson lacks credibility. The document, lie the
McCanrey report, lacks credibility. Interest groups were not invited to be involved with the
task force. The chairperson said, "We do not want interest groups." She did not say, "I do
not want". She personally selected the people she liked. Indeed, she personally selected
from the Claremont area a person who caused havoc last year in opposition to the five year
old program. That person is not valued or respected for what he did for four year olds and
five year olds in the area, but he was asked to go on the task farce. To some extent this
Minister goes about things a little more subtly than does the Minister for Labour Relations.
Mr Bloffwitch: You're incredible. Something does not agree with your point of view, and
it's no good.
Mrs 1-ALLAHAN: Mr Geraldton should listen for one minute. It cannot be claimed that a
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task force will be an independent evaluation which draws comments from the community if
it is headed by an opponent of the program being evaluated. Nobody believes that is
reasonable or a fair process; the member for Geraldton may. but most Western Australians
do not.
We have had bungling with that portfolio from February to July. When will it stop? Do
members know what die Minister for Education said about Aboriginal education?
Aboriginal communities have a growing number of children without educational
opportunities, and the Minister said that they wanted schools because they believed it would
assist them in their pursuit of land rights! He overlooked the fact that people are concerned
about educational opportunities. That was a cynical and sarcastic comment about Aboriginal
communities, their children and their concerns. The Minister is inept, callous and
transparent. He should never have been put in charge of that portfolio. The members for
Roleystone and Roe would agree with me. I do not agree with everything those members say
about education, but they have a reasoned approach and communicate with the public. They
would not have put everybody off side in the first five months in the portfolio.
Mr Bloffwitch: If either was the Minister, you would be saying the same things!
Mrs HALLAHAN: The same thing cannot be said about those two members. They are
fairly reasoned and responsible, and I said that I would debate with them the issues about
which there would be disagreement. However. I am confident that they would not have
caused the havoc Hon Norman Moore has caused in his months in his portfolio.
Mr W. Smith: What is wrong with consulting?
Mrs HALLAHAN: We all know that consulting is critical. However, when one consults
with a clear predetermined outcome - signalled with an opponent in charge of the process -
that is different, and that is the situation we face.
Mr W. Smith: You do not agree with the community taking over the consultation process.
Mrs HALLAHAN: The member does not know what he is talking about. Education has a
very high priority in the community - no-one would deny that. In no way will the Opposition
sit back and see disparity in resources allocated to education. A record budget was allocated
to education last year by the previous Government, and the challenge for this Government is
to match that allocation.
My colleagues will deal with the effect of this Government's policy on teaching and staffing
procedures resulting from the devolution document. This policy will have a devastating
effect on educational outcomes and professional and career opportunities. It does not bode
well for education with its importance to our productivity and wellbeing as a community.
This issue is a matter of great concern. If the inane interjections from members opposite are
an indication of their interest in this matter, we should worry. Let us hear how they
rationalise the difficulties in the education system resulting from five months of the coalition
Government. When the portfolio was handed to the current Minister, the person who made
all the commitments to the electorate was overlooked. It was handed to somebody who has
bungled it ever since. The Minister was not in touch with interest groups or professional
associations and had not advocated education commitments to the electorate. However, he
picked up the portfolio and has bungled his way through ever since. I am a strong supporter
of the education system; I support die amendment.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mrs Henderson.

Sitting sitspended from 123-710o 2.00 pm
[Questions without notice taken.]

MOTION - STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee - Consolidated Revenue Fund

DR LAWRENCE (Glendalough - Leader of the Opposition) [2.34 pm]: I move, without
notice -

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable
consideration forthwith of the following motion -
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That the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee inquire into
and report no later than 8 July 1993 on the question of whether the
consolidated revenue fund Budget did or did not finish on target and is in
balance in 1992-93.

During question time I clearly gave the Treasurer two opportunities to explain to the House
why the version of the second reading speech on the Supply Bill we were given in this
House, and which we had every reason to expect was the official Supply Bill second reading
speech, is different from the one from which he read and apparently now appears in Hansard.
It is quite clear char the Treasurer was either unwilling or unable to give an explanation of
that discrepancy. On two separate occasions when the question was asked in slightly
different forms he was unable to explain to the House why in the first version it says clearly -
this is the version which is now rejected by the Treasurer -

Over the last few months continuing efforts have been made by Government to
curtail outlays and it now seems that the consolidated revenue fund Budget will finish
on target in 1992-93 and there will be no need to draw upon borrowings.

That is a very clear and unequivocal statement. It is the version of the second reading speech
we were given by the attendant and the version handed to the Han sard reporter. During the
course of the Treasurer's speech he gave a different version. I had already read the first
version and was surprised, given some of the publicity the Treasurer has sought to attach to
the current financial year's position, that he would have admitted there was a balanced
Budget in 1992-93. I walked from the Chamber only to discover from someone else that
what the Treasurer said in the House was very different from the copy of the second reading
speech we were given. I subsequently obtained a hard copy -

Mr House: Were you given that copy by a clerk in this House?
Dr LAWRENCE: Absolutely, while I was sitting at this desk. The one I read from is exactly
the one I was given by the attendant, who also gave a copy to Han sard. This version was
given to a journalist by the Treasurer's office and it is the version read into Mansard.

Point of Order
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I suggest that the Leader of the Opposition is debating the motion
rather than the question of whether standing orders should be suspended.
The SPEAKER: It is always a very difficult question. I do not chink the Leader of the
Opposition at this stage has gone into that argument at length. It is always necessary for the
mover of such a motion to touch on the nature of the matter that is proposed to be debated. I
do not expect the Leader of the Opposition to continue very long in that direction, and I am
sure she appreciates that.

Debate Reswned
Dr LAWRENCE: I am attempting to establish the reason this is a matter of such importance
that we should suspend standing orders in order to consider referring the matter to the Public
Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee. Two versions of this statement were given to
the House; one I referred to which was given to me, and the other in hard copy given to
various people who asked for a copy of the speech, which was the one read by the Treasurer
into Hansard. Ir is in direct contradiction of the speech cirulated in this House. In question
time we gave the Treasurer a clear opportunity to give the House an explanation. It is all the
more disturbing because the version referring to the balanced Budget has been overturned
and the version that says borrowings are required to be made by the Government is that
preferred by the Treasurer.
This Parliament cannot accept that there has simply been an error in the matter. The versions
are $23m different, not a few cents. One version was obviously printed recently and was
made available to the House today; the other apparently some time between when this was
made available to the clerks and distributed to the House and when the Treasurer made his
speech. That second version states -

Over the last few months continuing efforts have been made by Government to
curtail outlays. Although it now seems that it will not be possible to bring the
consolidated revenue fund Budget into balance in 1992-93 without drawing on
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borrowings to finance the deficit, it is pleasing that the latest review now shows that
the potential end of year deficit is expected to be less than half the deficit forecast in
the midyear review, .. .

Earlier in both versions of this speech that review was supposed to have indicated a $46m
deficit. The discrepancy between these two papers is $23m. It is important that we debate
the matter now. If the Government is happy to explain this discrepancy, it will not have any
difficulty with suspending standing orders to enable the Opposition, members of this House
and members of the public to have a full and clear explanation of the discrepancy.
Of course, I might speculate on the reason for that difference but we have offered the
Treasurer a clear opportunity to explain the difference and to indicate why we should accept
the second and not the first version. However, he has declined on two occasions to do so. I
note with some dismay that the Treasurer has now absented himself from the Chamber, even
though he is the responsible Minister and he owes this House and the people an explanation.
It is a matter of gave importance. We cannot afford to have a Government which has made
much of accountability refuse to explain an error of that magnitude. We offer the Treasurer
an opportunity to debate the referral of this matter to the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee which, although dominated by Government members, will in the
coolness of the parliamentary committee examine this discrepancy, and assure us that the
Treasurer has not simply seized upon the convenient political interpretation and outcome
when an earlier version referred to a balanced Budget and a later version saw $23m
disappear up the spout with the Government needing to borrow money to make up that
balance. It is a very serious issue and one we should address immediately.
MR RIEPPER (Belmont) [2.40 pm]: The Supply Bill is one of the most important Bills to
comne before this House. The second reading speech, therefore, also is one of the most
important, yet we see this amazing discrepancy. We know the relationship between the
Executive and Parliament in a Westminster system. It is based on accountability of the
Executive to Parliament for financial performance, expenditure, and the provision of the
information necessary to allow the Parliament to scrutinise the performance of the Executive.
The credibility of that information has been put in doubt by two versions of the speech which
have appeared in this House, one given by the Treasurer verbally and another distributed
officially by the officers of the House.
Mr Cowan: To the media, or to members?
Mr RIPPER: To members in this House. We are talking about the financial information
provided to the Leader of the Opposition by the Treasurer. We are forced to think about
what might have occurred to produce this discrepancy of $23m. Was it the case that
someone said to the Treasurer, "Which figure would you like?" Was the Treasurer offered
two options, two speeches? Did he come here intending to deliver one and by incompetence
in his office perhaps the speech for the other option was distributed? Perhaps there were
more than two options; perhaps the Treasurer had three or four or half a dozen options for the
figure he was prepared to give to this House. Was it a case of pick the advice, pick the
speech, hut he picked the wrong one to distribute in the House? Perhaps the Treasurer
delivered the speech for option A and distributed option B.
These are important matters. We are tailking about something that goes to the heart of the
system of government - the provision of accurate financial infornation to Parliament. The
Supply Bill is one which provides Parliament with information and on which the
Government's expenditure is dependent. We see with this major Bill a discrepancy not with
a small amount, a few cents or a few dollars, but a $23m discrepancy. The Parliament should
consider that matter immediately and urgently. We can have no more urgent or important
issue for this House to consider than a Supply Bill and the information with which that
Supply Bill is presented to the House.
We have a Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee about which we have had
discussion recently. That is the perfect committee through which to examine the issue,
though it is not perfectly made up. We have had discussions about that. It has on it a
majority of Governiment members, ministerial aspirants; nevertheless this is a chance for
those members to say whether they can uphold the traditions of the Parliament, and uphold
the comments they have made in the past about the independence of the Public Accounts and
Expenditure Review Committee. Despite the justified public scepticism about the
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effectiveness of an accountability mechanism dominated by the Government, perhaps those
members can confound us by making impartial examination of a very serious financial issue.
The speculation is justified chat the Treasurer was given not one set of advice, not one option,
on the deficit figure, but a range of options. He was given the opportunity to pick a figure to
give to this House. He was given several speeches to go with the various options put before
him and he messed it up, but his error provides us with an opportunity to arrive at arn accurate
view of what is contained in the Budge: this financial year. That cannot be done unless we
make an urgent and immediate referral of the matter to the Public Accounts and Expenditure
Review Committee. To do that requires the suspension of standing orders.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) 12.44 pm]: It will not be necessary to suspend
standing orders, I believe. I want to explain the situation. I have been speaking to the Under
Treasurer because I was not aware there were two copies of the second reading speech.
Dr Lawrence: Members of the media had approached you on that matter before question
time.
Mr COURT: I was told by the Under Treasurer that members of the media were spoken to,
and the true situation was explained to them.
Dr Lawrence: You knew about the problem.
Mr COURT: I apologise to the House for any misunderstanding. I have spoken to the Under
Treasurer. He has said that the correct position is that the Budget will come in on balance
because of the expenditure cuts that have been made in the past few months. If there is any
misunderstanding [ want to correct that position now. I repeat: I was unaware the two
speeches existed. The Under Treasurer has already spoken to some members of the media to
explain the situation because they wanted an understanding of the consolidated revenue fund.
If there is a misunderstanding I hope I have corrected it.
Mr Ripper Are you prepared to have the Under Treasurer give evidence to the Public
Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee?
Mr COURT: He has already spoken to the media to explain the situation publicly, not to a
committee.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [2.47 pmJ: Although it may be fine for the Treasurer to put the
Under Treasurer in a position to explain away the error -

Mr Court: He has accepted that what took place was their mistake.
Mr TAYLOR: You are the Treasurer! We have two versions of the events. First, we have
the proposal that the Budget is in balance. The Treasurer confirms that the Budget is in
balance, as we expected would be dhe case. Second, we have a situation where clearly the
Treasurer was prepared to read to the House information that says the Budget is not in
balance, that the Parliament is looking at a $23m deficit. Thai cannot be put to one side; the
Treasurer cannot say he is sorry but the Treasury made a mistake. Someone, somewhere was
prepared to put that view within the past 24 hours and that what the Government would cop
was not a balanced Budget but a $23m deficit. It is appropriate, as pointed out by previous
speakers on this side, that the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee look at
die issue.
We cannot have the Government messing around with these issues. We are told on the one
hand we will have a $23m deficit and on a separate occasion that the Budget is in balance. It
is more than appropriate to suspend standing orders to debate the motion foreshadowed by
the Leader of the Opposition in order to conclude where the responsibility lies. It is not good
enough for the Treasurer to say that the Under Treasurer has failed and that he can explain it
away. The Treasurer is the Treasurer, he has been elected, he is in charge, and that is where
the buck stops.
Mr Court: I have just explained to the House.
The SPEAKER: I advise the House that to be successful this motion requires an absolute
majority. If I hear a dissentient voice it will be necessary for the House to divide.

Division
Question put and a division taken with the following result -
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Ayes (23)
Mr M.Barnett Mrs Haliahan Mr Ripe
Mr Brown Mrs Henderson Mr DtSmith
Mr Camania Mr Hill Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr Thomas
Dr Edwards Dr Lawrence Ms Wmrnock
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Dr Watson
Mr Graham Mr McGinty Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mr Grill Mr Riebeling

Noes (30)
MfrAinsworth Dr Hmnes Mr Pendall
Mr CJ. Banxcu Mr House Mr Prince
Mr Blaikie Mr Johnson Mr Shave
Mr Board Mr Kierath Mr W. Smith
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis Mr Strickland
Dr Constable Mr Marshall Mr Trenorden
Mr Court Mr Minson Mr Tubby
Wr Cowan Mr Nicholls Mrs van de Klasborsi
Mr Day Mr Omodei Mr Wiese
Mrs Edwardes Mr Osborne Mr Bloffwirch (Teller)

Pair
Mr Bridge Dr Turnbull

Question thus negatived.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.
MRS HENDERSON (Trhornlie) [2.54 pm]: I have great pleasure in supporting this
amendment. It was my privilege to spend a number of years in the education system in this
State.
Mr Shave interjected.
Mrs HENDERSON: This amendment, for the interest of the Minister for Housing, is about
education. During my time in education I had the good fortune to attend a number of
conferences and seminars to which people from overseas came. It was always a source of
great pride to me that many of those people remarked on how surprised they were to find, in
a State the size of ours with such a sparse population across its length and breadth, that our
schools had standards of curriculum and excellence that were consistently high. Many of
those people were surprised and amazed that families could move from the far north of our
State to the south west, from the wheatbelt areas into the city, and find the curriculum their
children were learning, the standard of instruction and the general level of resources at the
new schools were roughly comparable. That was a great source of comfort to families who
found themselves having to move from one part of the State to another.
It is the result of a system that has developed on the basis of equity and fairness. It has
developed to ensure that all children in this State, whether they live in the most isolated
community or in the city, get a high quality, standard education. My experience has been
that most teachers and principals are very dedicated people, and highly professional. They
work hard. T7hey upgrade their qualifications. As in other occupations, those people
demonstrate a wide range of skills and experience and enthusiasm for the job at the time.
Some people are outstanding, others are good and there is usually a small number who are
not as strong as some of the others, as is the case in all professions. In the past 60 or 70 years
in Western Australia, each school has had its share of people in all those categories. Every
school has had a range of teachers, some of whom are very strong in some areas, while others
are strong in other areas. We have found teachers who have an interest in one element or
another. Some teachers enjoy taking children on camps and are interested in their personal
development Others have a particular bent towards sport and others may have a flair for
drama and music. Our schools have benefited from that mix of teachers. It has meant that
activities in schools, particularly those in small country towns, have developed where
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teachers have made a contribution to the local community. The diverse range of skills,
talents and experience of these teachers has been to the benefit nor only of the parents but
also of the children.
At some time all parents have experienced their children being unhappy with a particular
teacher. They have responded to the methods used by that teacher. That reacher may have
had a more disciplinarian style of teaching than others. Some students respond strongly to
that; others react against it. Parents would know the feeling of having to say to their
children, "Don't worry too much because next time you can get another teacher who is more
to your liking." The parents would know that within the general school system there was a
broad range of teaching skills, disciplines, and many schools use that to their advantage.
Children could be shuffled around, if they were in a class where they did not get on, to
another class where the teacher might have a slightly different style of teaching which would
fit with that student. That was very healthy. It created a divers ity in every school, like a
cross-section of the community. We did not get strong concentrations of teachers with
particular interests in one school at the expense of another.
My great concern is that the most recently publicly released document about devolution goes
to the very heart of that healthy social mix in our schools. It looks at the notion of devolving
to each school and its local community the opportunity to select the school principal and
ultimately for the school, and perhaps the principal, to select its own staff.
Three major issues are involved in this devolution. The first concerns the right of a principal
to select his or her own staff. Most school principals have an informnal input into staffing. If
they find a teacher to be outstanding and appreciate his skills, at the end of the year the
principal will ring the Ministry of Education and indicate he would like to keep that teacher
because the school is pleased with his progress, strong commitment to the school and
contribution to the local community. Similarly, now and then a teacher might be somewhat
inexperienced and have a few problems. As members know, it does not take very long for
everyone to find out about that situation. It is often inordinately difficult for that reacher to
regain the stature he needs to carry out his job when he has developed a reputation for
perhaps not being on top of things. That informal system allows principals to let the ministry
know that that teacher should be given a go somewhere else. That worked well and is one of
the reasons we have a Government school system in this State which is second to none.
The proposals in the devolution document would allow principals to choose their own staff.
Principals are like other human beings; they will choose people who are most like
themselves. They may have the view that academic excellence or achievement should be
encouraged above all else or that a strong disciplinarian style should exist throughout the
school. Those will be the characteristics they will look for in their staff. As a result, rather
than a school having a broad cross-section of teachers from all walks of life with various
styles of teaching the school will lend itself to the style and interests of the principal. That
may well be acceptable in some communities, but not in all. The outcome may be a school
with a very strong emphasis in a particular direction during the tenure of a principal; yet the
children and parents in that district may not want that emphasis, whether it be on sport
academic achievement or the arts. Those parents will have only two choices; namely, to
send their children to that school, or, if they feel strongly enough, to send their children
further afield to a school that fits mere closely with their own views.
It has also been suggested that the local community should have the right to have a say in
who should be its school principal'and who should be its teachers. This notion should be
examined very closely. How will it work? How will the local community select a school
principal or school staff? Everyone knows that at the beginning of the school year when the
first P & C meeting is called there is quite a good turnout, particularly if they are parents of

-students in year I or year 8 and are very enthusiastic. However, about now - the middle of
winter - a school is lucky to get six people at those meetings; they are the same people who
do the work all year round. It is not that all the other parents are apathetic or do not care; it is
just that they have a very strong appreciation of the profess ionalism of teachers in this State.
Those parents are prepared to entrust the education of their children to the teachers. They
know those teachers are professionally selected and that the overall standard is very carefully
monitored. They also have confidence, by and large, in their local school principal and his
staff. That is the reason that on a cold, wet night they do not attend meetings to talk about
who should be teaching and who should not. Indeed, if their children complain about a
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teacher, they are more likely to accuse their child of not doing the right thing, rather than
accept that something is wrong with the teacher.
Most parents have confidence in our system, and with good meason. However, many of these
groups contain people who are prepared to put in time and effort. There are also same
people who attend parents' organisations because they have an axe to grind or a barrow to
push. In the past, those parent groups played a fairly limited role, raising money, assisting
with the organisadion of canteens or school uniform committees, or organising school socials
or school balls, etc. They did very goad work, but had very little input into the school
curriculum. They had no input into the choice of staff. That meant that people with quite
extirme views, who could be described as being on the fringes, could not exert much
influence on the school curriculum by joining school decision making bodies or P & C
organisations. However, if the parent body were given the right to choose the staff, the
parents who attended may not be a broad cross-section of the parents of that community.
They may include some dedicated, hardworking parents who have already been involved in
those groups, and some parents with a particular barrow to push. Some people may think the
school should be more closely concerned with discipline, that it spends too much time on
sport or that certain books should not be in the school library. Those individuals will be in a
position to exert an unreasonable amount of influence on those small parent bodies. I would
be very concerned about such a group selecting the staff or, indeed, the principal of a school.
,They may not necessarily have the skills to do that. It would be akin to a local community
group selecting the anaesthetist for a country hospital. Most people in the community do not
have the capacity to choose between two or three people who send in their curricula vitae and
attend interviews. They would not know what to do.
A Government member interjected.
Mrs HENDERSON: That is a sore point with me at the moment. I would not feel confident
if a local group in my community chose a resident surgeon for the local hospital. I would
want people who had the relevant skills, knowledge and understanding to make those
decisions. That is not to denigrate parents - I do not believe they want this. Not one parent
among the thousands of constituents who have been to see me over the past 10 years has
walked into my office and said he or she should be able to choose the staff at the local
school, or have a say in that. However, it concerns me because our public education system
is highly regarded. One of the key reasons for that is its consistently high standard. We
should not move to a system where the local community selects the principal who, in turn,
selects the staff who will no doubt be mostly in his own mould. I am sure, Mr Deputy
Speaker, you will be conscious of the fact that if staff in the school perceive that a principal
has a philosophy and they want to remain at the school, they will seek to reflect that
philosophy in everything they do. They may feel that the principal will make it known to the
parent body that he is not happy with that teacher because his personal beliefs or style of
teaching are not in accord with his.
We all know, unfortunately, that there are good and not so good principals. Most people say
that teachers and principals stay in the school for a certain length of time and then move on.
To some extent that is a very healthy process. It certainly ensures a good turnover among
staff and a good range of experienced and inexperienced teachers. It enables people to share
their skills - experienced teachers can help the inexperienced; the stronger can help the
weaker. In my experience, that is exactly what they do. I am surprised that this document
has been produced suggesting that communities have this input. I have heard no clamour in
the community for a say in selecting the principals of their schools. I have no doubt that the
process of communities selecting their own school staff and principals will very quickly
result in some school in a favoured location - which tends to be on the coast with a good
climate - being able to offer even more financial incentives to very highly qualified and
skilled teachers to teach at that school. We would very quickly develop a system in which
certain schools would be known as being very strong and providing a high standard of
education, and other schools would get the less experienced teachers - the teachers who need
more support -in the less favourable towns such as the drier wheatbelt towns which are not
the most attractive for teachers. However, the children in those towns deserve as good an
education as children who happen to live in a favourable spot on the coast. Once that process
starts, it will accelerate because a school will develop a reputation for providing a high
standard of education. We have seen that already with same of the high schools that provide
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specialities such as music and computer studies and academic excellence. That is not such a
problem in the metropolitan area because travel is not that great a burden, If a parent wanted
a child to go to school and the local school was a specialised school, that child would not
have to travel far to attend another school, If' we develop schools across the State that have
strong staff members and strong curriculums and others do not, we will end up with a class
based Government school system, with schools that are seen as being superior and whose
results are looked upon favourably by employers and tertiary institutions and others that are
looked upon as being inferior.
In my view the provision of social equity in education is more important than almost
anything else. We know that children from less advantaged families and backgrounds are
often able to improve their lot in the community enormously through their educational
achievements. Our community has developed a reputation for providing facilities for any
child to develop his or her talents to the full and that depends more and more on our
children's access to education, rather than on whether a family has a large amount of money.
Children from all backgrounds go to tertiary institutions, and so they should. If they do well,
they can go on. They are also able to obtain trade apprentices or whatever. There are no
barriers in the way of our youngsters. Once we develop a scheme in which some schools are
known for having lower standards because they have less experienced teachers or teachers
who cannot get employment at some of the more favoured schools, we will develop a class
system and the parents who can afford to take their children long distances or who can afford
to get their children into the more favoured schools will do so. They will do anything to
ensure that their children get the best opportunity; so they should. However, we will be
throwing away a very valuable and highly respected system.
I have been proud at many conferences to hear people from overseas speak so highly of our
education system. Therefore, we should think carefully before we take up the suggestions
included in this document. I have not been surprised at the reaction by the State School
Teachers Union of WA. Some people have said it is only a discussion paper why go to the
extreme? I think the teachers' union appreciates more than others what the eventual outcome
of the paper will be and wants to alert the community.
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [3.14 pm]: Educational issues are important to a large
number of people in the Nollaniara electorate. On listening to people, I have detected a
feeling of grave disquiet about the direction and policies on education being adopted by this
Government. I support the points made by the previous speaker, the member for Thornlie.
She said that education is fundamentally important to our society, the values we hold and the
developments we wish to achieve. Education is about people; it is a people industry. It is
about nurturing our young people and helping them to develop as individuals to be leaders in
our society. It is also tied to the economic hopes that we have for this State.
Although we often speak in this place of the tremendous mineral wealth of this State and the
productivity levels of our mineral industries, those industries employ only a small percentage
of our work force. Too often we overlook the most important resource that we have in
Western Australia - the people who live here and make their homes in this wonderful State.
If we are to use that resource - the people - to its full potential, education is vitally
fundamental. We have in this State a very high standard of education. Various studies have
indicated the high standard of literacy and numeracy that exists and is always in need of
improvement. I know the Deputy Speaker is a regular visitor to schools and is keen to see
the high standards of work from students. Other visitors would also be impressed with how
articulate our young people are and how self-assured they are. That is not to say that we can
rest on our laurels.
T'here is still a need to improve the quality of our education system. It must be improved not
only because we see changing needs in our society - the skills that young people may have
needed a few years ago are different from those needed today - but also because the working
world that these young people will move into is changing at a rapid rate. Ile education
system must adapt to ensure that young people are given the skills, the training and education
to fit them not only into the world of today, but also into the world into which they will have
to move in future years.
There is another aspect of our education system that must improve and change. In our
changing society, additional pressures and demands are being continually placed on our
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educational system. Our Government must address that if our school system is to maintain
its services and improve. What we are debating in this amendment today is a move by this
Government, through a discussion paper, to devolve a much greater degree of responsibility
to the schools. Given that it is only a discussion paper, many people would ask why we
regard it with such suspicion. After all, we have the Minister's clear assurance that he will
consult before any changes are made! However, what is contained in this discussion paper -
perhaps more is not contained - and what is clearly on the agenda is the desire to turn our
education system upside down. That does not sit easily with earlier statements by the
Government that it would not move too fast or be too radical, but that the approach would be
for steady improvement.
That is not what is involved in this discussion document. The various drafts have been
widely circulated. The coalition Government, when in Opposition, produced a policy on
education. That was an achievement in itself, because, for many years, it did not worry about
telling the people what it wanted to do. However, in this case, an educational policy was
released before the last election. Therefore, one might rightly ask whether that policy
document contained suggestions that a discussion paper would be released on major steps
towards devolution. I hardly think one could say that. One has to turn to page 9 of that
document to see anything which even vaguely refers to devolution, and one has to go to the
eighth and ninth dot points on that page to see any mention of devolution. The ninth dot
point states that the coalition will -

Foster the further development of School Councils where parents desire a higher level
input into their school's activities.

I doubt whether that statement within the coalition's platform could be seen in any way as
endorsing the wide ranging proposals within this discussion document. Who is driving this
agenda? We have a new Government and a new Minister for Education, and one would
expect that Minister to take up with some gusto the implementation of the Government's
education platform; but no. We have no major positive statements by this Government that
will improve the education system, other than this devolution discussion document.
The Minister said that this discussion document was not his idea. The Sunday Times of
6 June states that, "Mr Moore said he had not initiated a controversial report leaked from the
Education Ministry." That, of course, refers to this discussion paper. The Minister is keen to
distance himself from this discussion paper. The final document which came out had a
covering letter from the Minister and a foreword from the chief executive officer. The
Government is playing Tweedledumn and Tweedledee. It is trying to get a chief executive
officer to do the running on a range of controversial issues while the Minister will not make a
commitment to those issues.
This new Government clearly has a mandate to try to implement its education policy. This
issue is one clear example of the mason that the community regards this Government with
such suspicion. We clearly have a set up. Were this Government serious about involving
parents in the process of devolution, it would state up front what it wished to achieve and
discuss openly with people how that might be achieved. We do not see that. We see a
discussion paper which was put together over some months and which contains suggestions
which are more extreme than those in the final discussion paper. A senior officer to whom I
spoke made it clear that when the earlier drafts were put before senior officers, they strongly
objected to the direction that was being taken within that discussion document, and when
they pointed out the havoc that those proposals would create in our education system, they
were told by senior people that it was not negotiable; the earlier draft discussion paper was
the direction that things would take and it would not be watered down. Fortunately, those
earlier papers somehow found their way into the public arena, and the Government watered
down that document and we now have a discussion paper which leaves out some of the
nasties. However, I put it to members, and I think the vast majority of people in this State
would agree, that the Government's agenda is much more than what is contained in this
discussion paper, even though the ideas contained in that paper should certainly cause
considerable disquiet
T7he article in the Sunday Times of 6 June refers to some statements that were made by the
Minister. I do not regard the Sunday Times as a paper of record, but I have not heard
anything from the Minister since then which withdraws those statements, which are largely
contained within quotes. The article states -
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Mr Moore said devolution could improve the WA school system.
"It would mean giving schools a lump sum for running costs, buying stock and, if
they wanted to go that far, taking responsibility for salaries," he said.
'The money each school got would not be determined on a per capita basis but a
whole range of other factors.
"Devolution is a method of getting rid of inequity, not creating it.
"Money would be given to those disadvantaged schools which do not currently get it.
allowing them to buy the expertise, equipment and teachers they need,' he said.

The article continues -

Mr Moore said cuts and increases would be easier to implement if funds went to
schools directly, instead of through a big bureaucracy.
He said a 10 per cent cut from the ministry's $1 billion budget would be a loss of
$100 million but a 10 per cent cut to each of 1 000 schools would be easier to
manage.
*'We can eliminate a lot of pain by saving money at a local level, rather than taking
money at the centre. It is more efficient," he said.

That is clearly the agenda of this Government - this Government which did not put it in its
platform, and which has no commitment to devolution. The Government does not believe
that parents should be involved in running our schools; it rather sees a reorganisation of the
administrative structure of our schools as a means of taking money out of the Education
budget. The Minister's own words indicate clearly that that is the objective, and it is clear
why the public have every reason to be suspicious of this con that is being pulled by the
Government. The Government has decided that both the Minister for Education and the
Minister for Health will reside in the other place, in an attempt to ensure that their
accountability to the Parliament and to the people of this State is reduced further.
A number of issues within this proposal merit discussion, and earlier speakers have taken up
some of them. The clear agenda of this Government is not to give parents greater control and
to improve the quality of our schools by localising decision making, but to take money out of
the Education budget; and we have that from the Minister himself, If decision making is to
be devolved and if parents and principals are to be given greater power, they must be given
greater resources. The process of localising decision making does not create a more efficient
system. It does not lead to the saving of money. If a principal who is already busy looking
after the educational needs of his students is required to take on greater administrative
responsibility, then something will suffer - either there will be a reduction in efficiency and
proper accountability within the school system, or there will be a lessening of input into
educational issues within the school. The way to get around that is to provide local schools
with additional staff resources who can take on the menial administrative details and allow
principals to be educators. The member for Bunbury interjected that the way to save money
is to move staff from the central office. He should look more clearly at the figures. If 300
bureaucrats were taken from central office, it would not create 900 positions in schools in the
State. A great cost would be involved with this devolution with a consequent loss of
educational efficiency.
If the Government is considering giving parent bodies some say in appointing principals, an
administrative support sector will be required. Someone must go to the parent meetings and
consult and report on the people applying for the job. Money must be spent at the local level
for such a system to work. Experience here and in other States indicates that it is not more
efficient to adopt this policy - it adds to costs. A minor saving may accrue in factors such as
electricity; nevertheless, to maintain the educational standards greater resources must be
provided. If this Government is trying to save money, this will not be achieved by the
devolving of power to the schools, which will require more resources. The average citizen
has recognised this fact as people understand that any such move will reduce the quality of
education in our schools. Consequently, the people of this State are extremely dubious about
the discussion document and the Government's proposals.
I would have thought that the National Party would cut this proposal off at the ground. On
many occasions in this place members have drawn attention to problems in country schools;

939



940 [ASSEMBLY)

namely, die difficulty in maintaining top quality staff in country schools, If this proposal is
adopted schools will be competing for staff, and it will become more difficult for country
schools to maintain their educational standards. Will country schools be able to raise more
money than city schools to offer incentives, directly or indirectly, to teachers? That is
unlikely. Will country schools run Iamington drives to pay bonuses to teachers? It is highly
unlikely. The facts should be clear to country members: The devolution proposal, if
implemented, will disadvantage many areas in the State, both in the metropolitan and country
areas.
Disadvantages will also occur within the metropolitan area if this proposal is adopted.
Schools in same suburbs are well resourced and have above avenage facilities, and such
schools have leading teachers who by reputation will draw other top teachers. Other schools
have below average facilities and will have to find the additional funds and incentives to
attract teachers. The Government suggests that extra facilities should be provided, but it
wants to reduce funds allocated. How will that be done? Will the Government reduce
services at good schools to below the average level? The idea does not stack up! This
proposal has nothing to do with quality education; it is about taking money from the
Education budget.
[Thie member's time expired.]
MR TUBBY (Roleystone - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.35 pm]: I thank members opposite
for their comments regarding education. It is gratifying, after our being in Government for
four months, that members opposite have offered so many constructive comments on how we
should have improved the system in that time! Members opposite were on the Treasury
benches for 10 years during a time of significant change in education, yet we heard little
from them on the subject. I was here for five of those 10 years and I spoke on many
occasions on education, but little was heard from many members opposite regarding the
schools in their electorates. However, during the last four months the situation has
deteriorated dranmatically!
M~r Omodei: That is the impression they wish to give.
Mr TUBBY: Absolutely.
I am sorry that the Opposition spokesperson for education is not here; maybe the member for
Armadale could come into the Chamber rather than drink a cup of tea. The member shows
her real interest in education in that she cannot sit in the Chamber and listen to her
colleagues' comments or the response from die Government.
To his credit, the member for Nollamara - joining only the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in doing so - congratulated the new Government on coming to office. The member made a
very good speech, as he always does, and raised some very good points about the devolution
document. Everything the member said is true. However, that document was not released by
the Government, and it did not evolve from our policy. The document was not endorsed by
die Minister for Education. It was written within the ministry by the bureaucratic system.
and the document was leaked.
Mr Kobelke: I clearly said I do not accept that.
Mr TUBBY: I am telling die truth. I do not tell white lies in this place. I can only say what
happened and it is up to the member to decide whether he believes me. The document was
leaked to the media, the union and whoever else. After being contacted by the media, the
Minister was made aware of the document for the first time.
Mr Kobelke: Are you saying that this inister is tainrg no part in education initiatives in
this State?
Mr TUBBY: The Mlinister is taking no responsibility for that document. He did not ask for
it to be written and he is not the author. That document was written by the bureaucracy, not
by the Minister or any of his officers. It was not written under his instruction. Such
situations occur all the time. People are writing discussion documents throughout the
ministry as they note ideas for discussion within their circle.
Mr Kabelke: You are saying that we have a Sib Education Ministry with no-one at the helm.
No one is taking the responsibility for saying that the document is a waste of time and
money.
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Mr TUBBY: I am not saying that at all. It was an internal discussion document that was
leaked. The Minister knew nothing about it until he was contacted about it from outside.
The document had been leaked to the public, and the union had expressed its point of view.
As it was such a wide ranging document, the Minister could not say that the Government will
not implement certain pants Of it. If he had, everyone would have immediately assumed that
the Government would implement everything else within the document. The discussion
document has been in the public arena, and that is how far the Minister has gone.
If the member objects to the public having a say in the future of education in this State, that
fits comfortably with the policy pursued by his party over the last 10 years. In that time die
public did not have a say in education in this State. The only group with any influence - an
overwhelming influence - was the State School Teachers Union of WA. For the last 10
years, particularly the last five, that union directed the education agenda, which related to the
procession of weak-kneed Ministers we saw in that time. The teachers union was the only
representative body to have any say in education in this State, overriding the Government
and all the officers within the ministry. The professional associations had absolutely no say
in the education agenda in this State. That was highlighted at its best last year.
Mr Ripper: What about the Beazicy report?
Mr TUBBY: What happened last year? The then Premier came back from Canberra with
this bright idea about the full time education of five year olds. The then Minister for
Education thought, "We have an election coming up; that looks like being a bit of a winner
we could win some votes in some of the marginal seats in the northern suburbs; it may be the
key to help us stay in Government." The Premier said. "We will do this. This is good. One-
third of our schools will be done next year. It will cost X dollars." I might add that there
was no allocation in the Budget for it but the Premier said the Government would do it.
What did people think about that? It did not matter what anybody thought about it because
the Minister had already made the decision that it would happen. That is in complete
contrast to what this Government is doing. That is why this Minister has allowed the
document to run. It is a discussion document and he is willing and keen to hear the views of
not only the teachers union but also the Western Australian Council of State School
Organisations, the professional associations, the individual P & C associations, individual
school teachers and school staff. Those people did not get a chance to do that in the past 10
years. Whether we go down this path, I do not know.
Mr Kobelke: You know what you have just said is wrong.
Mr TUBBY: It is for the community to have an input and for us to make a decision upon
that at the end of the day. My personal view is not dissimilar to the views expressed by the
member for Thornlie who gave an excellent speech. On many occasions - in fact,-on just
about every occasion that I have stood in this place - I disagreed with just about everything
she had to say, particularly when she was a Minister for Consumer Affairs and also in other
areas. On this occasion I listened very carefully to her speech. It was a well-balanced and
rational speech and she presented a point of view with which I completely concur. That is
my personal paint of view. I am entitled to that as other members are entitled to their point
of view, as are the parents around the State.
Mr Ripper: The question is: Does the Minister agree with the personal point of view that
you have as his Parliamentary Secretary?
Mr TUBBY: The Minister must listen to the community and at the end of that process we
must make a decision about what is in the best interests of our State. We must listen not just
to the teachers union but also to the teachers, the parents and the professional associations
from Kununurra to Esperance. I thank the member for Armadale for returning to the
Chamber. Late last year she and I were discussing educational issues at an Australian
educational research meeting. Two points came up on which the meeting tried to divide the
member for Armadale and me. She made a statement. A little fellow from WACSSO was
getting very agitated, and I agitated him more when I put my view on these two matters. The
first was about devolution to the local communities of the hiring and firing of teachers
throughout the length and breadth of the State and the second was about devolving the
curriculum. I said that I could not wear either of those being devolved to local schools to
make decisions.
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Mrs Hallahan: The problem is that you are not the Minister.
Mr TUBBY: I know, but I am entitled to my pain; of view.
Mrs Hallahan: Absolutely. But we now have the problem that we do not have the sensible
decision malcing; somebody els 'e has.
Mr TUBBY: When I start agreeing with the member fornTornie, I am probably reflecting -
because we are poles apart politically - what most of the people in the community think. At
the end of the day I am certain that the Minister will listen to what most of the people in the
community think and will arrive at a proper course to take. In my view it will not be to
devolve the hiring and firing of principals and teachers to local communities. When I talk to
parents, they tell me they do not want it. Teachers do not want it. However, some parents
and teachers and vested interest groups do want it. In my view, their number is very small,
and at the end of the day they will not prevail.
Mrs Hallahan: We just have to persuade the Minister now.
Mr TUBBY: I do not have to persuade the Minister, the community will do that. The same
comments prevail with regard to curriculum. The member for Thornlie - I think - made a
brilliant statement about travelling round the State and finding that all the schools have a
similar curriculum. She is talking historically there because in the primary schools we have a
similar curriculum, but I can guarantee - thanks to an initiative with regard to unit curriculum
which was not widely consulted on with the wider community but was rmmed through by a
previous Minister - we now have high schools which do not have a coordinated curriculum.
Students can move from one high school to another within the metropolitan area, not to
mention from (leraldton to Esperance to Perth, and have a very different curriculum. In fact,
some of the curriculum units they may have been doing may not even be offered in core
subject areas in the schools to which they have transferred. While the member for Thornlie
may say that historically schools throughout our State have the same curriculum, I can tell
her that in the secondary school area that was destroyed by a previous Minister in her
Government; it is no longer the case, although we are tending to move back towards that
policy.
The member for Annadale, having been the Minister for two years and in Government for 10
years, in making her speech, showed her complete and utter lack of credibility in the field of
education. She and her Government are responsible for every single thing that she
mentioned in her speech. She talked about the competence of our Minister. In my view our
Minister is the most competent Minister for Education that we have had in 10 years. Those
opposite talk about wreakcing havoc. I will tell them who was the biggest havoc wreaker of
education in this State: "Pal Pot" Pearce on the killing fields of education. In 1987 he
exterminated 100 years of educational leadership and experience in this State.
Mrs Hallahan: Mr Tubby, that is ridiculous. Do not let yourself be spoilt by the extremists
in your team.
Mr TUBBY: That is history, and the member for Armadale cannot deny it. Mr Pearce was
also responsible for implementing the unit curriculum without discussion with anybody. He
put all of our secondary school teachers under the hammer. In 1987 teachers in Government
high schools had a disastrous 12 months trying to come up with the ridiculous curriculum
units which had to be implemented, without consultation, in 1988. The credibility of the
member for Armadale on education went right out the window when on notice in this House
she asked the Minister for Education, through me, a question. Part of it concerned TAFE. In
that question the Clerks insisted that she explained what TAFE was. She advised that it was
"Technical Advanced Further Education". I ask: How long was she the Minister for TAFE?
Two years! It does not mean "Technical Advanced Further Education".
Mrs Hallahan: I know that.
Mr TUJBBY: Then why did the member ask two questions -

Mrs Hallahan: Do not be foolish. Lift your game.
Mr TUJBBY: Why did she ask two questions on notice to the Minister for Education, through
me, referring to technical advanced further education? The member for Arm adale should lift
her game.
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We now come to maintenance. The member for Armadale talked about schools in the United
States. When she described the schools in the United States, to all intents and purposes, she
was describing the schools in this State and the extent to which they have deteriorated in the
past 10 years. We have school classrooms located in cloakrooms. During the past two years
we have had classrooms without furniture and students sitting in classrooms with umbrellas
to keep off the water. This happened in Western Australia when the member for Armadale
was Minister for Education, not in the United States. When I was the principal of the
Woodlupine Primary School, although the member for Armadale was not the Minister for
Education at that time, it took me three years to get the Building Management Authority to
stop the leaks in the art room. Every time it mained the water ran down the wall and flooded
the art morn. One of my major achievements in education was to get that roof fixed. I agree
with the former Minister for Education and now member for Armadale - deservedly so
because she performed well in the election campaign - that during the past 10 years the Labor
Government was responsible for building very fine new schools. Nobody in this House
would disagree with that. They are excellent schools that will lead those communities in the
next 20 years in supplying education. During the 10 years of the Labor Government it was
also responsible for another standard in education; that is, the maintenance and refurbishment
of old buildings. It did not achieve the highest standard, but the lowest standard. The Labor
Government moved from a process of cyclic maintenance where all schools were maintained
every 10 years, to a needs based program. Those needs were based on political need, and
those schools in marginal electorates and those which screamed loud enough were
refurbished or maintained, it was not the schools that were waiting patiently for their cyclic
maintenance program to come around. The Government was responsible for building
excellent new schools, but at the same time the old schools were deteriorating badly. The
member for Armadale has visited the Armadale Senior igh School. She knows what it is
like.
The member for Armadale, like her colleagues, has criticised the current Minister for
Education and this Government for allowing the public to express a point of view on the
issue of five-year-old preschool education. The Government is conducting a review to allow
public input. The former Premier came back from Canberra carrying the torch for full-time
five-year-old education, and the former Minister for Education picked that up as an election
winner and forced it onto one-third of the schools throughout the State. The Labor
Government did not consult anyone about it. Many problems have arisen from that decision
and it is this Government's job to try to come to grips with the problems the community and
teachers are experiencing and to make rational decisions. The Government and the Minister
for Education are doing something quite dramatically different from what the Labor
Government did during its 10 years in office. This Government is consulting widely with the
community and professionals, not just with the Teachers Union. This Government will
return to a cyclic maintenance program so that all schools will be maintained at a level
commensurate with new schools. We are instituting differential funding so that aUl schools
are not funded on the same basis. Many schools need more resources and they will get more
funding. It will be similar to th existing priority schools program. This Government will
ensure a greater capacity for schools to manage their own affairs without undue influence,
direction and control from central office.' Those are four policies this Government is
implementing which are completely different from the approach taken by the Labor
Government over the past 10 years.
DR CONSTABLE (Floreat) [3.54 pm]: I will not grace this amendment with very much
time because it does not deserve much time; it certainly deserves a couple of comments. I
was absolutely astonished when I heard the member for Armadale speak. Unfortunately I
was not able to be here to listen to all the other speakers, but I can assure the member for
Armadale that since the change of Government on 6 February the schools in my electorate
have not fallen apart at the seams. They are still working very well. I do not see chaos at the
schools at all. That was the point of view she was trying to present.
Mrs Hallahan: Not at all, I was trying to say the whole system is being undermined.
Dr CONSTABLE: I have not seen that taking place in the schools in my electorate. Until
we see the results of the Vickery review that has been promised, the member for Armadale
has jumped the gun.
Mrs Hallahan: You are out of touch with what is happening.
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Dr CONSTABLE: No, I am not. Let us look at the wording of the amendment.
Mr Shave: The member for Armadale has become bitter since Labor lost the election.
Mrs Hallaban interjected.
'The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed interjections but not conversations across
the Chamber. The member for Floreat is trying to put her point of view. She has a very
important opinion and I would like members to reflect on that. By all means, if members
want to interject upon the member who is speaking and if the member accepts that
interjection and debate ensues that is great, but I do not want conversations across the
Chamber.
Dr CONSTABLE: The Opposition's amendment states that the Government has betrayed
the trust of students. Are they the students who, in the last couple of years, were encouraged
by the Labor Government to repeat year 12 and the idea was planted in their mind that to
repeat would lead to success and opportunities for them? We know that has not been the
case. The amendment says that the Government has betrayed the trust of parents. Under the
member for Armadale's regime in the previous Government we saw what happened with
five-year-old education, as the member for Roleystone said a while ago. There was no
consultation or discussion prior to the Labor Government's making the decision to spend
$S100m over three years. That was carried out with very little notice. The Labor Government
tried to make a major change in our education system. It has a lot to answer for and, as the
member for Rajeystone has said, the present Government is trying very hard to pick up those
pieces. I can see in one of the schools in my electorate problems with that full time
preprimary program. In the last 10 years we have had a great deal of change in our school
system. It is not necessary this afternoon to go into that, but certainly teachers in our system
have had to bear the brunt of those changes which often have come in with very little lead
time to enable them to plan for those changes, or with insufficient resources. The system is
under strain because of the rapid change that was instituted. I agree that some of the changes
have been excellent, but there was never enough time. I was in the school system at the time
when the major changes to upper schools were implemented. The schools had to bear a great
deal of pressure without adequate resources. It has only gone well because of the
professionalism of teachers in our schools.
One of the areas in which I am particularly interested is children with special needs. After
'looking at the policy of the present Government in the run-up to the election, I hope that the
needs of children with special learning difficulties will be addressed. I am very concerned
that because of the waste of money that we have seen in the last few years and the inadequate
resources that I suspect this Government will have to work with, it may not be able to put in
place the sorts of programs it would like. Certainly there are schools in my electorate which
are suffering because of insufficient resources to employ teachers with the qualifications
required to help children with special learning needs. The MeCarrey report shows that the
cutbacks in budgeting between 1981 and 1991 have been substantial. That is the inheritance
the new Government has in education. Along with Health it is one of the two most important
portfolios in terms of the amount of money the State spends and is therefore a crucial area for
this State. I cannot support this amendment.
MRS van de KLASHORST (Swan Hills) [4.00 pm]: I address the education issue from a
completely different point of view, having only just completed working as a teacher in the
classroom. I have been involved in teaching for 13 years, and have worked for two years full
time in a primary school library. I have seen the effects on the other side of the coin and how
the cutbacks in the administration of the education system have affected the teachers and the
children within the classroom. I have much personal experience in this area and know that
the system has begun to fall to pieces. I say that in the literal sense because the classrooms at
my school and my library fell to pieces around my ears.
Some cutbacks which affected me personally related to simple things such as photocopying.
Teachers were allocated a certain amount of photocopying paper and stationery, almost
counted out page by page. Funding to the schools was so stretched that some schools did not
have enough equipment to give the children what was required. As the school numbers
increased the amount of resources diminished accordingly because every cent was being
counted. A previous Premier, I believe it was Mr Burke, made a fuss about installing
computers in schools. When I left Mt Helena Primary School we had one computer in only
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every second classroom. Those computers have not been replaced since they were installed
during Brian Burke's Government. Although dhe Government introduced the computers to
the schools, it did not allow any money for their upgrade or for software. It was left to the
parents to try to find the necessary funds, because funds were already stretched.
I worked in the school library for the past two years; however, I had been at the school for 14
years. During that time the library carpet had worn. Four hundred and seventy children
entered that library two or three times a week. When we requested that the carpet be
repaired - it was dangerously frayed where students walked in - people came to the school,
cut a piece of carpet from underneath the desk in my office, which was never used, and
patched up the carpet. The Government could not afford a new carpet for this school. That
occurred only last year, which indicates that the finances were becoming more and more
scarce. Some of the new "you beaut" schools have computers in their libraries; however,
unfortunately it was left to the parents in some of the older schools to raise the money
themselves. Even though Mt Helena was ready to go on to computer when I left, it still has
not received one. Many other schools in Swan Hills are in the same position. Teachers have
also experienced a decrease in the number of in-service courses which they may attend. As a
result, we were not able to help the inexperienced teachers through courses outside the
school because no funding was available. The funding was available in the school, but did
not allow teachers to undertake training externally to gain a wider perspective.
I mentioned in my maiden speech the issue of the behaviour of children. One of the reasons
I am in this place today is that I noticed over the past 15 years die slow decline in the
morality of some - not all - children. I believe that is due to the role modelling in society.
Role modelling comes from die top and works its way down. Children were seeing people
who were not being punished for things they did wrong and who said that it was perfectly all
right to do something wrong, but not all right to do anything wrong if one gets caught. I
have caught children doing something wrong and they have cried and abused me for telling
diem off for what they did. They were not worried about what they did but about being
caught. They had no standards of morality or care for other people. I am not saying that this
problem occurs with all children, but those who do have that problem need care.
Mr Ripper: Perhaps you need an in-service course.
Mr Kierath: They look to the previous Premiers and it comes from there.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: That is right; it comes from the top down. The way we are led is-
the way the State will go. I received a letter in my office today from a local teacher which
states -

As I am currently involved in classroom teaching I am concerned widi the amount of
time being taken up with management of students behaviour. Most of the behaviours
displayed by the children at our school stem from a general lack of respect and basic
courtesies. Strategies of class management that have proved effective in the past
have been so because ultimately the children recognised authority and bad some
basics about respect for others and discipline. I have noted a decline in this area over
the past few years and anm therefore having to spend much of my teaching day
managing children who don't readily recognise authority or their own responsibility
for their own behaviour.

That is why I believe that role modelling, which starts with the Government and works its
way down, is one of the reasons children are having these problems. The letter continues -

My biggest fear at the moment is that children who haven't learned the basic
courtesies will in their quest to continually challenge the boundaries and only behave
responsibly when fully supervised, will harm another child and leave me or another
teacher open for legal action.

I do not know whether I know that teacher~ I will have to check that when I next visit the
school.
In my change from a teacher to a member, one of the firt things I did was visit most schools
in Swan Hills. I began at Swan View Primary School. Nothing has been done to renovate
that school - except provide the necessary classrooms - since the last Liberal Government
was in office. I received a call from the school's principal because the ceiling in the
staifroom caved in. Staff from the Building Management Authority had to be called out to
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prop up some of the ceilings in the classrooms because they had been completely and utterly
neglected. It is a large school now since additions have been made, but no overall plan for or
management of the school has occurred, and no renovation has taken place. To be quite
frank and honest, the state of Swan View Primary School, especially in the administration
area, is a disgrace. The member for Armadale would know that because she would have
visited that school as the former Minister for Education.
Middle Swan Primary School is brand new but is only half built. it has no library or other
amenities and is virtually bursting at the seams with students. In thac area 1 526 new lots of
land are on the market, yet no forward planning was made for the school. It is a small school
which was built in an expedient manner, but has not been completed. I am working with the
Minister to do something about that.
Mrs Hallahan: Who put that school there?
Mrs van de KLASHORST: The school was built by the former Government; however, it
closed down the iddle Swan Primary School and left it only half built without proper
planning.
Mrs Hallahan: It was a well planned school, contrary to what you believe. It was given a lot
of thought.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: This school already has four demountables and 32 new students
were moved to the school last week. The school is not finished; it is only half built. The
Government ran out of money halfway.
Mrs Hallahan: It has nothing to do with running out of money. If that is the level of
intelligence in the Education Ministry, no wonder the member is out of that ministry. It is an
interesting speech.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: It is an interesting speech. I draw members' attention also to the
Midvale Primary School. One of the matters mentioned in this House today was equity.
What is equitable about having a system where a number of teachers have been assigned to
that school, but owing to the transient and largely Aboriginal population in the area the
school may lose a teacher one week and gain him or her back a fortnight later? As a result,
this school is not working. We must look at the whole system in order to provide that type of
school with the flexibility to have mome teaching staff. It is something we are considering in
the devolution process.
I now refer to the cyclical maintenance of schools. The first year I was teaching at the Mt
Helena school the school was completely repainted. it was the then Government's policy to
repaint schools every seven years.
Mrs Hallahan: They did it whether the schools needed it or not and that is why we moved
away from that policy.
Mrs van de KCLASHORST: Since then the Mt Helena school has not been repainted for 13
years and the paint is peeling off the library and verandah doors. Minor maintenance work
has been done, but further work is required. If we do not maintain our homes they lose their
value.
Several members interjected.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: Schools require regular maintenance and the Mt Helena school
is a disgrace.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order!
Mrs van de KLASHORST: The member for Floreac referred to the introduction of the five-
year-old program. When I was a candidate for the seat of Swan Hills I received a telephone
call from a very worried preprimary school teacher who lives in Stoneville. Everyone knows
that school holidays are sacrosanct to teachers, but during her holidays she was so worried
that this program was being introuced without any consultation with teachers or parents that
she got together a group of preprimary teachers to discuss the situation over morning tea at
her place. Some of the teachers came from as far as Artadale and Applecross. I attended the
meeting and I was asked by the teachers to obtain information on how the program would be
implemented. The liberal Government has not sorted it out yet.
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Several members inreijectcd.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: I have it on record that the teachers were no: consulted about the
program. They were suddenly confronted with a change without having any input into the
program. Several teachers attended the meeting to which I referred
Mr Cunningham: Did they end up on your campaign committee?
Mrs van de KLASHORST: No, they did not. I had not met sonic of them prior to that
meeting.
I visited the Middle Swan Prim ary School last week to discuss an issue with the principal and
parents. After the meeting I had a cup of tea with the parents and they were still talking
about the way the five-year-old program was implemented. They told me that half t
children in the area had been catered for at their school, but they did not know what would
happen to the other half, It is a program which the previous Government did not think out
properly.
Mrs Hallahan: We were going to phase it in, but you have pulled out of it.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: The member for Armadale is absolutely wrong. The document I
have in my hand has today been circulated to all preprimary schools, all four-year-old
centres, community centres and schools, and it invites public participation. The Government
will do what the parents and teachers consider is the right thing for the Stare; not what is
expedient for political means.
Members opposite have said that the Minister for Education is not in touch with what is
happening in the community. To illustrate that he is doing something, I advise members
opposite that he has already visited schools in my electorate. He has been to Sawyers Valley,
Midvale, Swan View, Upper Swan and Middle Swan. Arrangements have been made for
him to visit other schools in my electorate. He is listening to the parents and he is taking
note of their needs.
Mr Catania: He has not been to Balcatta.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: If that is the case, the member for Bakcana should make
arrangements for him to visit his electorate, which is what I am doing.
The wonderful thing about Western Australia is its teachers. This is my hobby horse: If we
have really well-trained teachers they will cope under all circumstances. The education
system will continue and this Government will get it right. In the meantime, the teachers will
cope because they are true professionals,
DR HAMES (Dianella) 14.14 pm]: Ilam sure my remarks would raise the eyebrows of the
members for Thomnlie and Nollaniara if they were in the House, because I support, in part,
their comments with regard to the devolution document. Some people seenm to think that it is
Liberal Party policy to go down the devolution path in its entirety. It is not Liberal Parry
policy to do that at all. The point raised in that document is to provide the opportunity for
the community to consider the document and make submissions on it.
Several members inteijected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order!
Dr HAMES: I hope the member for Belmont will be involved in community discussion of
this document after which the Government will then decide how far it should go with the
devolution process.
When I said I supported the comments made by the member for lNollaniara and the member
for Thomnlie, who spoke so eloquently against the devolution document, I should have said I
also supported the comments of the member for Roleystone. They all said they did nor
support the devolution process in its entirety.
I have spoken to the headmasters and teachers in my electorate, including the headmaster of
the Dianella Primary School who made the comment that the devolution process was
commenced by the Ministry of Education some time ago and it has already gone some
distance down that path. He said he supported the direction it has taken so far and would
support the ministry going further in that process. He and I and the parents of the P & C
associations in the area are nor sure how far down the devolution path we should go. Ir is
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something we can learn as pan of our education. One does not have to go to school to be
educated An education process is takting place now and the Opposition, through the State
School Teachers Union, is determined not to be involved in the discussion on the devolution
process or to determine how far down that path the Government should go.
The member for Belmont has spoken about how far we should go and has asked what is the
view of the Minister for Education. The Minister has gone to great pains not to impose his
views on the public or the schools. He wants to listen to the community view so that he can
form a policy on how far we should go.
I have organised a meeting between the teachers, headmiasters and P & C associations from
the five schools in my electorate and the Minister for Education. The Minister will nor tell
the meeting what he thinks should happen. A representative from the Ministry of Education
will present the total scope of devolution in schools and the Minister will listen to what the
headmasters, teachers and parents have to say about how far they think the Ministry should
go.
The member for Thornlie spoke about the difficulty of parents being in charge of hiring and
firing teachers. Some members from both sides of this House will not support the ministry
going in that direction. T1his matter is still to be decided. 1 have not formed my view and I
will not do that until I have attended the meetings and listened to the community view. Itris a
credit to the Minister that he is not trying to force his view on the public and the schools. He
is prepared to listen to them.
The maintenance of schools is important and has been raised by several members. It brings
me to the comments I made durng my maiden speech about the maintenance of police
stations and the working conditions of police officers. It is exactly ihe same thing that the
Government faied to do during its 10 years in office; chat is, look to the future. It was so
busy spending and wasting money that it failed to provide for the future; it failed to think of
maintenance and to plan for what would happen to the schools and police stations 10 years
down the track. It is the duty of the new Government to take up where the previous
Government should have left off and do the things it failed to do; that is, regular maintenance
of our public buildings, which include schools and police stations.
I get back to the point made by the member for Arm adale about standards and planning for
the future. I point to a problem that occurred just outside my electorate, directly opposite my
mother-in-law's house. She is a very sweet lady who would not hurt a fly, despite many of
the adverse comments frequently made about mothers-in-law. She lives directly opposite the
North Dianella Primary School. I asked her to contact the member for Nollaniara, in whose
electorate she lives - unfortunately he is not in the Chamber at the moment - and to his credit
he came to discuss the problem with her, knowing that she is my mother-in-law. Directly in
front of that school there was a collection of banksia trees which had been there since 1 was
nine years old. They formed a buffer between the school and the houses directly opposite.
On the front edge of the school the banksia trees have been bulldozed and a transportable
unit has been erected to house the five year old children attending full time primary school.
That unit is away from the school on the edge of the block in an area which once contained
beautiful banksia trees. That transportable building has a silver coloured tin roof and in the
morning the sun is reflected from it directly into my mother-in-law's house No planning
permnission was obtained from the local authority because it is not necessary to do so for
buildings on Government property, and there was no consultation with the community about
this change. The previous Government talks about planning for the future but it does not
know what planning is.
The devolution document is very important. it is time members opposite organised
themselves and stopped bickering, complaining and trying to find fault, which the Leader of
the Opposition does nonstop. In the first week of Parliament new members could not make
speeches and we filled in our time recording how often the Leader of the Opposition
interjected. On avenage it was every three to five seconds. She was unable to go for longer
than 10 seconds without interjecting. The rest of the Opposition spend most of their time
finding fault. Instead of doing that they should sit down with the community and the
Governmen took at the devolution process and try to work out something that suits the
community as a whole and not just themselves.
MR RIPPER (Belmont) [4.24 pm]: I have listened with interest to the speeches from the
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Government benches on this matter. I am surprised and wonder whether Government
members realise, particularly the member for Roleystone, thac members of the upper House
might occasionally read the Mansard of this place. The Minister for Education in the other
place might be quite surprised to read the views expressed by the members for Roleystone
and Dianella.
Mr Tubby: On our side we can hold views but on your side you are not allowed to.
Mr RIPPER: Neventheless, I think the Minister will be interested to read how the
Parliamentary Secretary has represented him in this House. We have heard a series of
speeches from the Government in which members have said they do not support the hiring
and firing of teachers at a school level. The member for Roleystone said the community will
make clear its opposition to this policy. I remind members of the Government that the
quality of education is very significantly affected by the morale of teachers and the
commitment of parents. This situation in which a crackpot proposition is circulating in the
community, where that proposition is affecting the morale of teachers and the commitment of
parents to the State education system, and the Minister for Education is allowing it to
continue, is the sort of mismanagement referred to in this amendment. If. indeed, the
Government believes that hiring and firing of teachers at a school level is not on, and that the
community will make clear its opposition, as the member for Roleystorte indicated, the
Minister for Education should put an end to the debate. The debate itself is not constructive;
it has already created industrial action in our schools, contributed to poor teacher morale and
affected the quality of education. The Minister for Education could put an end to that but he
does not. He has withdrawn some of the sections from the discussion paper but in a qualified
manner. He has said, "not at present and not without full public consultation." It will not
wash, it is not good enough, and it does not allay public concern. It confirms in the minds of
the public that the Minister has an underlying agenda - the sort of agenda made clear in one
of the early drafts of the discussion paper. I quote from page 5 of the draft of 7 May 1993
"Better Schools: The Next Step" under the section headed "Staff Selection" -

Teacher selection will progressively be transferred to schools. On the basis of the
staffing structure decided for each school, schools will prepare job descriptions and
selection criteria, within a framework of job classifications which will be developed
during 1994, and will advertise for staff.

This document states that teacher selection will progressively be transferred to schools. We
have other indications of the sort of agenda afoot. I quote from information circulated by the
principal of a primary school headed "Devolution: The Next Phase" -

Parents may wish to express their opinions in regard to the next phase of devolution.
A brief of what m ay be devolved to school comm un ities to decide at the school level
is -

He went on to list a number of issues which may be devolved to school communities to
decide at the school level. One was staff selection and another was principal selection.
Those are two documents which indicate the underlying agenda of the Minister for
Education, and the Minister has it within his power to put an end to this debate. Does he do
so and stop the argument? Does he put an end to the debate, does he try to improve teacher
morale, does he accept the view of the member for Roleystone that the community will make
clear its opposition to this proposition? No, he does not. He makes only the two statements
".not at present" and "not without full public consultation". In other words, he still has the
objective and intention of proceeding with school-based hiring and firing.
I turn to some of the problems with this proposition which the Minister by his inaction is
allowing to continue in public currency. We have a public education system in this State of
which we can be proud. Why do we support a public education system? Why does the
community pay for a public education system? Why not just subsidise people to go to
private and non-government schools?
First, it is because we support equality of opportunity. We want a circumstance where every
child in this community is able to reach his or her full potential regardless of the parents'
income or education, or regardless of any other circumstance. We want a situation where a
good quality education is available to children across the State regardless of location or
social circumstances.
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Our State public school system is a key mechanism trough which we promote equality of
opportunity. It is also a mechanism through which we promote tolerance and social
cohesion. Both of those traditional objectives of our public school system and community
suppont for that system are threatened by die prospect of the school-based hiring and firing of
teachers, because we know what will happen when that power is given to individual schools
and individual communities. It will be natural for teachers to be attracted to the schools
where the students already have advantages, the schools where students are already likely to
succeed, or more likely to succeed both in education and in life as a result of the advantages
with which they come to the school. Therefore we will see more competition among
teachers for postings to those schools and less competition for postings to other schools
where students bring to the educational environment problems that have occurred within
their families, or have disabilities which might make progress through the education system
very difficult. We will have less competition among teachers for postings to schools with
large numbers of students with disabilities - or a high proportion of students from families
facing family crises, or schools where there is for some reason, fairly or unfairly, a negative
image. That is another problem.
We all know that across the metropolitan area some schools are considered as Super schools,
some as avenage schools, and some as schools wit difficulties. With the hiring and firing of
teachers at the local level the image of the school will become self-reinforcing. If a school
has a good reputation there will be more competition for appointments to the school, and the
reputation of the school will be enhanced by the quality of staff. If a school has a poor
reputation the reverse will occur, and we will have less competition and less possibility of a
good quality teaching staff.
Of course, we have also the circumstance of differential resourcing. We all know that
schools rely on parent groups who provide additional resources which teachers need,
particularly with projects which they may have developed. Teachers like to go beyond the
normal, standard curriculum. They like to develop special projects to enrich the quality of
education for students. That is a good feature of the teaching profession, but the resources
for the projects are obtained more easily if the school has a wealthy P & C association as
against a school where the parent group may be struggling to meet the requirements. For
instance, it is easier to raise money in Nedlands than it is in Belmont - not due to any factor
of parental coniment.
Mr Pendal: It depends on the parental motivation.
Mr RIPPER: It is not due to parental motivation or any interest in education because the
parents at Belmont are just as interested in education as are the parents at Nedlands but we
know that the parents at Nedlands happen to be wealthier than those at Belmont. Therefore
the ability of the P & C association to contribute to the resources of the school at Nedlands is
greater than that of the P & C in suburbs like Belmont.
Mr CJ. Barnett: It might suit the member's argument, but the difference is if we have a high
socioeconomic area the parents are more highly qualified and have the benefit of an
education, and it is that motivation rather than disposable income and the wealth of families
that determines the involvement in the funding of schools.
Mr RIPPER: The Minister may have his views, positive or negative, about the people of
Belmont. I have a positive view and I know they are as committed as any other group to the
education of their children. The point remains that the resources available to some schools
will be greater than that available to others. I am talking about resources available from
outside the education system, from the parents. That will attract teachers to those schools. It
will result, in my view, in those schools which have the ability to attract extra resources
having in the long run better quality teaching staff than schools in other areas. The problem
will be compounded by location. Country members should be particularly concerned about
the proposition that the Minister for Education is allowing to circulate. There will be a
problem in attracting teachers to Mukinbudin or to Warburton, and those communities will
find they cannot attract the same quality of teachers as schools in the metropolitan area can
attract. Not only will teachers not want to go to those areas but also once posted they will
not be able to get back to the metropolitan are because we will not have the existing transfer
system that allows people to go to the country for a time and return to metropolitan schools.
Therefore teachers' career paths will be disrupted.
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We know the quality of staff is viral to the quality of education. We know the proposition of
hiring and firing at the local level will lead to different qualities of teaching staff in different
schools. In the long run, we will end up with a two-class system: Those schools which can
attract good quality teachers and those which cannot. Instead of promoting equality of
opportunity the reverse will be the case and we will have students, whose parents already
have advantages of either income or family circumstances, whose life chances will be
enhanced. On the other hand, we will have students who start with a disadvantage, with a
disability, or with a circumstance where family incomes are under pressure, or where they
happen to live remote from the metropolitan area. Their Life chances will not be enhanced.
This is the reverse of what should occur. The schools where students have more difficulties,
or more problems, or family pressures and fewer advantages, should be better staffed and
resourced than schools where students and parents are already advantaged, If we allow this
assault on that equality of opportunity, the result in the community will not be pretty. We
face problems with juveniles offending, and some of these problems have resulted from the
inadequacies of the education system in dealing with the full range of students with which it
is presented. It may be only a small percentage who do not fir well within the education
system but if they are not catered for, if they become bored, if the equality of opportunity is
affected, they will pay for it; but so will the rest of us.
We will see other effects on the quality of education. If we abolish our present transfer
system we will create a circumstance where teachers will stay for long periods in particular
schools. In itself, that has an effect on the quality of the teaching performance, but there is
another effect which also is felt as a result of the disrupted career paths of teachers: By
placing them in uncertainty about their futures, we will promote a loss of morale. In any
human service area, morale is very important; no more than where good education depends
greatly on the relationship between the teacher and the students and on the performance of
the teacher. If teachers are trapped in particular schools, if their career paths are disrupted, if
they are uncertain about their futures, and if morale is affected,- the quality of education will
also be affected, not just for those students who come to school without advantages but also
for students in general.
The second objective of our public education system is to promote tolerance and unity and a
cohesive society. There is a problem with allowing local selection of teaching staff by the
community. We must ask who wI represent the community. Most of us have been to our
local P & C associations and know a very small proportion of parents participate actively and
continuously in those associations. Therefore, we face the possibility that instead of the
whole community having a say in the selection of teachers we will see a minority
domination. We may see, for example, a group of parents who are opposed to educating
young people about how to prevent AIDS and who perhaps will dominate the selection of
staff to prevent that kind of education program continuing. We may see the rights of
Aboriginal students affected in certain towns and schools. We may see the rights of students
with disabilities affected because those students will necessarily consume large quantities of
resources if they are to have their rights in education respected. We may see some parents,
who do not want a school's resources used on students with disabilities, using their power in
the community and their willingness to be active to affect the selection of the principal and
staff with the objective of nor having the resources of the school siphoned off to meet those
students' needs. That is a further threat to equality of opportunity.
There is no demand for this measure from parents. The member for Roleystone has said as
much - he has said that the community will demonstrate its opposition to this, and I believe
he is right. This is a dangerous proposition which, if implemented, will undermine the public
education system, equality of opportunity and social justice, threaten the morale of teachers
and their rights and conditions, and contribute to a worse educational outcome for students
who are otherwise disadvantaged.
To summarise the argument, I quote from a State School Teachers Union document. The
union knows very clearly what die situation will be. The document says -

Wealthy communities will be able to financially support 'super' schools while others
will struggle with the economic burden of raising necessary resources for their
children.

That will be the outcome of allowing this proposition, the implementation of which the

[Thursday, I July 1993] 951



Minister for Education is encouraging in a tacit sense. That is the reason the Minister for
Education stands accused of mismanaging the education system. He can put this proposition
to rest and end the argument and the debate. All he has to do is make a clear and credible
commitment that it will not happen. So far he has failed to make that commitment, and that
is why the Opposition has moved this amendment.
Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Division
Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (22)
Mr M. Barnt Mrs Hallahaji Mr Ripper
Mr Brown Mrs Henderson Mr Taylor
Mr Catania Mr Hill Mr Thomas
Mr Cunningham Mr KobeLke Ms Warnock
Dr Edwards Dr Lawrence Dr Watson
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mr Graham Mr McGinty
Mr Grill Mr Riebeling

Noes (29)
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr Kierath Mr Shave
Mr Blaikie Mr Liewis Mr W. Smith
Mr Board Mr Marshall 'Mr Strickland
Dr Constable Mr McNec Mr Trenorden
Mr Court Mr Minsoc Mr Tubby
Mr Cowan Mr Nicholls Dr Torbull
My Day Mr Omodel Mrs van de Klashorst
Mrs Edwardes Mr Osborne Mr Wiese
Dr flames Mr Pendal Mr Bradshaw (Teller)
Mr House Mr Prince

Pairs
Mr Bridge Mr Blotfwitch
Mr D.L Smith Mr A insworth

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate (on motion) Resumned

MR McNEE (Moore - Parliamentary Secretary) [4.49 pm]: I ask you. Mr Acting Speaker
(Nix Johnson), to convey my congratulations to Mr Speaker on his elevation to that position.
I know he will carry out the duties of chat position with the fairness and dignity that it
requires. To the newly elected members in this place I offer congratulations on their success.
I hope they have a fulfilling and satisfying time here, as I am sure they can. To the people
who helped rme retain the seat of Moore with an increased majority I extend my sincere
thanks for the opportunity they have given me to represent them once again.
It is now the end of the second week of this session and I cannot help but comment on the
contribution to date of the Opposition. I enjoyed listening to some of the contributions by
members of the Opposition, particularly in relation to the Bosnian terrorists. Their
comments were rather good. I can assure members that nor a platoon, an entire regiment or
even an army of Bosnian terrorists could do the damage to the economy of Western Australia
that has been done by the Opposition.
Mr Graham: Tell us about the tax you were recommending. In the last days of the last
session, you said on the public record there would be a goods and services tax.
Mr McNEE: I may make the odd comment about taxes during my speech. The Leader of
the Opposition piously pretends to be offended when members of the Government question
her bookkeeping. 'That is incredible, to say the least. The Opposition has left the economy
of this State in such a condition that the Premier has no option but to try to regain its
economic confidence. That is his very first task. The Premier and the Government will do
precisely what is needed. The one thing the Government has with the people is credibility;
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that is beyond question. The Opposition lost that years ago when it was in Government and
did absolutely nothing to restore ItL It can move all the amendments to the Address-in-Reply
it likes, or do anything else it likes in pretending it was a credible Government, but that will
not help it. The Premier and his Cabinet have credibility and together they wI get Western
Australia back on truck, where it should be.
I am reminded of a person I knew who went bankrupt in 19S5 soon after a change of
Governments in 1983. He said that one has absolutely no idea how quickly the bills will
appear when one is going broke. One does not mind the bills when one has a bit of equity
and can approach the bank for a few more dollars. However, one becomes acutely aware of
them when one knows bankruptcy is a matter of time. Fortunately, that person's financial
situation recovered and he returned to business. I have never forgotten his saying that one
could not understand financial difficulty unless one experienced it.
I notice that every dine the Premier speaks, he refers to more missing millions of dollars. He
must dread going into his office every morning in case he finds yet another memorandum
about a few more dollars going down the rube. The public are very tired of that. The
Opposition talks about looldng after people, yet it crucified the very people it pretended to
represent. I refer to the sort of behaviour this Opposition fosters and why Western Australia
must lift its productivity. It is absolute nonsense for Opposition members to talk about
downstream processing - they would not know what it means. Neither did it have the
capacity to persuade people to increas productivity. For example, I could not believe what a
man told me about the building industry. I guess one can be forgiven for missing things or
not taking notice of what is really happening. That person told me how difficult it is to do
business these days. He said that his employees are members of the Australian Workers
Union, which, I guess, is an approved union. 1 do not know whether it is run by Normi
"cardigan" Gallagher - I think his outfit was outlawed. Can members remember when the
Hawke Government made available a certain amount of money so that Norm Gallagher
could have an artist in residence? Have members ever seen his cardigans? I do not know
what he thinks about paintings; cardigans are bad enough. I find it incredible that if people
working on building sites belong to the BI.., AWU workers are not allowed on those sites.
In order to get onto those sites, they must approach a union thug and buy some tickets. The
Opposition supports that behaviour. Can members believe that childish behaviour? The
Opposition has referred in here to the need for job creation, despite the fact that it has created
the present situation. It wonders why approximately 15 per cent of people under 25 are in
dole queues. The dole queue in Stirling Street will soon reach Guildford- it is getting longer
and longer.
I remind members of the 10 years of misery the Opposition inflicted on people in this State.
It will not be forgotten quickly, and it will be decades before the Opposition occupies the
benches on this side of the House.
Mr Trenorden: It has a very poor memory; it cannot remember losing money from the SGIC.
Mr McNEE: I leave that matter to die member for Avon who has the expertise in that field.
Heavens above! One cannot believe the losses involved in that; it is absolutely incredible.
Yet Opposition members have the temerity to tell the Government how to run the ship.
Mr Trenorden: Talk about a ship of fools, it is a fler
Mr McNEE: The member for Avon can say that again. Looking back over those 10 years, is
it any wonder the State has reached this situation?
I have been asked whether I will make some comments on tax. I have some money to say
that the GST - or whatever it might be called, I talked about it in this House before
Christmas - will be implemented before next Christmas, inrspective of whether members
like it. If members want to get Australia back on track those are the things that must be
done. All the Opposition did was run a fear campaign in the same way one is run on the
building sites where the prime contractor tells the poor little battling subcontractor that lie
dare not employ BLIF people or he will be banned and will not get another job in the parish
of Perth. The Opposition then calls itself credible. I have weeds on my fann which axe
better than this bunch. They are certainly tougher, because they can be hammered back into
the ground and up they will come again, more vigorously than the first time. Members
opposite came in here with the absolute cheek to say that they know something about
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running something. They acted like a bunch of ids in a Jolly shop. They offered nobody
anything except misery. They caused the destruction of families and now they run around
wondering why kids are breaking windows. They destroyed the family unit.
I return to the tax to which I was referring earlier. The Prime Minister told us very clearly
that there would be no new taxes. How many members opposite operate a business?
Mr Trenorden: One of them.
Mr McNEE: One! If they believe the tax system will not be changed, they must believe in
fairies. Every businessman these days must have an order book in his vehicle at all times. I
went into a place the other day to buy a $1.50 part. However, because I did not have my
order book and I did not know my tax number - I thought they shot Hitler but apparently they
did not - I had to pay tax. The people with whom I do business told me that I must have an
order book with me with a number on it. I now have that book and can do business. I bought
a silo at the beginning of the year and I had to fill in a form that was three pages long.
Mr Graham: I will help you with it afterwards.
Mr McNBE: I appreciate the member's help. The Federal Government is now looking at
broadening the tax rate and members opposite say there will be no new taxes! That is what
they promised. The Labor Party is strangling us with taxes and it is wondering why more
and more people are joining the dole queues. The coalition Government in Western
Australia will change the fac of this State. It will put confidence back into the economy; in
fact, that is happening now. The Minister for Primary Industry is taking action in my
electorate on lamb acquisitions which I believe will provide the impetus for an abattoir that
was previously closed to change hands and be reopened.
Mr Trenorden: Do you think the old ALP Government would have done that?
Mr McNEE: Absolutely not. Under that Government an abattoir at Goomalling which
employed 45 good people went broke. I do not know what sont of workers they were -
whether they were white or blue-collar workers. Forty-five of them lost their jobs. The
management of the other abattoir up the road saw what had happened and decided to close
before it went broke. That meant that, in my electorate, in the declining years of the Labor
Government, hundreds of jobs went down the tube.
Mr Leahy: Tell us about the wheat farmers who would not have kept their farms except for
the former Labor Government's guaranteed wheat price.
Mr McNEE: I will tell the member about the Lawrence Government. It guaranteed nothing.
I make that point quite clear. I am pleased to see the member for Northern Rivers here. He
has said more in this session of Parliament than he said in the past four years. I thought he
had not yet made his maiden speech. I am pleased to see him back, sharp and alert-
I am delighted to have the opportunity to expose that Lawrence charade on the wheat
guarantee. She guaranteed nothing because if she had gone to the Australian Bureau of
Agricultural and Resource Economics she would have found that the chance of the wheat
price being $130 a tonne or less was about 40 per cent. The chance of the price being $150
or better was 60 per cent. Is the member trying to tell me that the Premier of the day did not
know that when she made the decision? She guaranteed nothing. It was a charade. I will
tell members opposite something else: If the price had gone down she could not have kept
her promise because she did not have enough bickics in the barrel to do it. The member for
Northern Rivers is speaking absolute rubbish.
Mr Trenorden: The closest the member for Northern Rivers comes to wheat is when he eats
his Weeties in the morning.
Mr Leahy: I have wheat farmers in my electorate.
Mrt McNEE: The member for Northern Rivers does not represent them very well.
Mr Leahy: Why won't your party guarantee a minimum price for wheat?

Mr McNEE: We happen to represent intelligent people. If I want, I can go out today and fix
the price for my crop that is in the ground. What is wrong with that? I do not need some
dopey Government to guide me in running my business and I certainly did not want the
Labor Government guiding me.
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Mr Leahy: Are you saying chat every fanner who called for a minimum price for wheat was
stupid?
Mr McNEE: I did not say that. I said that any fanner can go out today and rnx the price of
his next crop. It can be done. They are business people and better at it than members
opposite. They know what they are doing.
Mr Leahy: I do not have a guaranteed price for petrol.
Mr McNEE: When members opposite were in Government there was no guarantee for
anything except a guarantee of tax.
Mr Johnson: And debt.
Mr McNEE: That is right. They do not understand; they think they can borrow their way
out of trouble.
In closing I make some very brief comments about my electorate. My electorate could make
a very positive contribution to Western Australia. I am quite sure of that and I know chat the
Minister for Primary Industry is already aware of the great contribution that aquiculture can
make to Western Australia. A lot of the coast in my electorate is ideally suited to that
industry. I understand it has the potential to develop in the next decade or so to return
something lie $l b a year as an industry to Western Australia. It is sad to say that we are
well behind Tasmania and Queensland in the development of an aquiculture industry. It is
sad to say chat because we had a Government that had no vision whatsoever, we axe now in
this position. For at least a decade Western Australia should have been moving down that
track. Queensland and Tasmania did so and they have the lead on us. However, we have the
capacity to catch up and I am sure that this Government will give due emphasis to this
industry. One of the things we obviously need to do is increase our exports and bring in as
many dollars as we can.
One of the things required very urgently in my electorate, and which will1 make a great
contribution to tourism in this State, is a coastal road from Lancelin to Green Head. There
are some problems on the Lancelin end because of the presence of a bombing range. Of
course, it would help if we had a Government in Canberra capable of making a decision in
this matter. While the Federal Government dithers, I hope that this proposal can be looked
at and perhaps a positive move made cowards providing that coastal road, at least between
Cervantes and Green Head. It will make it considerably more convenient and reduce the
travelling distance by about half if people can travel north directly along the coast rather than
go out to the Brand Highway and then back again on to the coast road. Of course, it will be
easier for people seeking medical assistance, for those playing sports and for general
movement of traffic. Also, it will open up that part of the coast to tourism. My predecessor,
Bent Crane, said in this place on many occasions that I.ancelin is on the longest cul-de-sac in
the world. I am sure it is. I am sure this Government will not tolerate this situation although
I am sympathetic to its current financial problems. It is bad enough to be left with no money
at all in the coffers - to have zilch - but even that is not the case. Billions of dollars are
missing, so this Government must rein that in. It has a huge job to do but, nonetheless, I
have every confidence chat it will look sympathetically towards the provision of that road
which is so necessary for my electorate. I am checking my notes to make sure I have not
missed anything.
Mr Graham: What about the $7.50? You have not mentioned that.
Mr McNEE: I charnk the member for Pilbara for reminding me but I think the $7.50 has
turned into $10. The point I make is chat the Opposition and its Federal counterparts are
making business so difficult that it is almost impossible to carry it out and people have lost
their initiative.
Mr Graham: Tell your Minister for Resources Development to adopt the stuff I put to him
for the Pilbara and it will all get better.
Mr McNEE: l am absolutely certain the Minister for Resources Development will treat the
Pilbara in the proper and correct fashion and that it will enjoy better times under this
coalition Government than it has in the past. It will be put back into the condition it was in
when the development was started by a coalition Government, and it will continue to go from
success to success.
12313-16
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MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [5.16 pmJ: My congratulations to you, Mr Acting
Speaker (Mr Prince), on your election, and I also ask you to pass my congratulations to die
Speaker on his election to that position. I agree with my colleagues, especially the member
for Ashburton, who have said that he will bring great wit and wisdom to this House. I
congratulate new members on both sides of this House and I hope their term will bring great
satisfaction. I thank the very fine and wonderful people of Mamangaroo who have entrusted
me with their representation for the next four years.
I shall address many important issues that are affecting the education of our young people in
die electorate of Marangaroo. I believe it is the fundamental right of all children in Western
Austniaia to receive the education of their choice, to be permitted to attend their local school,
and learn and develop the life skills essential for them to succeed in today's world The
construction of a second primary school in the suburb of Marangaroo should be a must for
this Government. It should have the Government's highest priority. A school site has been
allocated on the corner of Rawlinson Drive and Reclcliffe Avenue, Marangaroo, but I am
advised that the construction of the East Marangaroo Primary School has very little priority.
In fact, I fear it may have no priority at all from this conservative Government. The electors
and residents of Marangaroo strongly object to the absolute arrogance of this Government.
The people of the suburbs of Marangaroo and Alexander Heights are caught and ambushed
in the Ministry of Education's boundaries. Those people who reside north of Highclere
Boulevarde, Marangaroo, and south of Erina Road and Hillcrest Road, Alexander Heights,
are forced to send their children across the busiest street in the electorate to attend school.
Although the principals and the teaching staff at the Girrawheen Primary School, Koondoola
Primary School, Blackmort Primary School, Hainsworth Primary School and Waddington
Primary School are all very caring and compassionate, and these schools all with excellent
academic achievements are available to the people of East Marangaroo, the fact remains that
these children are caught in a no man's land. If the parents want their children to be
educated, they must cross the very busy Marangaroo Drive to attend these schools. [ have
been approached by one mother who helped to obtain the greater part of the 1 000 signatures
on the petition I presented to the House last week. She resides in Orion Way, Marangaroo
and wanted her child to go to the Marangaroo Primary School. She has been told she has no
chance whatsoever because she lives outside the boundaries and, therefore, her child must
attend a school in her zoned area. However, the closest school to her home - Koondoola
Primary School - is a 25 minute walk away. If she chose to send her five year old to
Blackmore Primary School, she would need to set out literally at dawn because it is a
45 minute walk to that school. I make that point because a large proportion of die families in
Marangaroo have access to only one car. It is unfair, and indeed dangerous, to expect
parents to send their five, six and seven year old children to cross such a dangerous stretch of
road on their own. That road carries over 7 000 cars daily. The figures indicate that it is
necessary to construct a second primary school in the area. The population of the suburb of
Marangarco at June 1993 was 8 300 people. The population of Marantgaroo has doubled
since the Marangaroo Primary School was opened in 1987.
It is of interest to note that a new Homeswest development is taking place on the corner of
Rawlinson Drive and Jefferson Avenue, a few yards from the proposed school site, and that
Homeswesz and a local real estate company will release 122 lots of land. Those 122 families
will have to be accommodated not only for housing, but also for their children's education. I
do not believe that land will sell. Unless this Government can guarantee that a second
primary school will be built in East Marangaroo, families should not buy that land, because
where will their children attend school? I say buyer beware, because this Government will
abandon those people along with the other residents of East Marangaroo and Alexander
Heights.
Mr Lewis: What gives you reason to say that?
Mr CUNNINGHAM: I will come to that point.
It has been reported by an officer from the inistry of Education that a promise made by the
previous Minister for Education, Hon Kay Hallahan, that a primary school would be built in
East Marangaroo was nothing but a political stunt and a promise at election time. I am
gravely disappointed that anyone could make such a cynical comment. The fact remains that
that undertaking was given, and had the Australian Labor Party been returned to
Goverrnmt that promise would have been honoured.
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The presentation to this Parliament of a petition with over 1 000 signatures from the people
of Marangaroo is a clear indication that the people of Marangaroo are seeking a commitment
by this Government to show a more caring and responsible attitude. I call on the
Government to hear the pleas of the residents of Marangaroo that the school that was
promised be given the go ahead, and I call on the Ministry of Education to enter into urgent
negotiations for the construction of a school for East Marangaroo.
As a temporary measure, I urge the Minister for Education to open the school boundaries of
the Marangaroo Primary School as a matter of extreme urgency in order to enable the many
children of that suburb to attend a school in the area in which they reside. The present
Marangaroo Primary School, situated in Giralt Road, Marangaroo, is also in need of urgent
attention. The lack of parkcing facilities at that school is totally unacceptable. The general
feeling of the parents and teachers at that school is that it is only a matter of time before a
devastating tragedy occurs because of the dangerous situation caused by the lack of parking
facilities for parents who drop off and pick up their children at the school. It is inappropriate
for the Ministry of Education to expect the City of Wanneroo to allow parking on the
adjoining golf course parking lot. The ministry must take immediate action to resolve that
situation and make available sufficient parking to accommodate the needs of that school.
I take this opportunity to bring to the attention of the Government the urgent need for the
construction of the Ballajura. Senior High School, which was announced by the former
Premier, Carnen Lawrence, in late 1992. That school is to be constructed at the intersection
of Cassowary Drive and Illawarra Crescent, South Ballajura. Preliminary planning has taken
place, with continuing negotiations with the community. There has been a report that that
proposed school has been put on hold. I hope that is only a rumour. The previous Lawrence
Labor Government gave an undertaking that that school would be ready for the 1995 school
year. That school was given the challenge by a Labor Government to take education into the
twenty-first century. I hope the present Government will not reject the previous Labor
Government's decision and initiative and will make an immediate promise to the electors of
Marangaroo that the school will go ahead and will be open for the 1995 school year.
I take a moment to pay tribute to a fine teacher in my electorate of Marangaroo, Charles
Lithgow, a former principal at Dryandra Primary School, who retired in the middle of June.
He was much admired and respected by his peers and by the parents and children at that
school. Charles devoted 35 years of his life to the Ministry of Education in Western
Australia, and was at Dryandra from its inception in 1989. It is sad that the ministry did not
see fit to allow Charles to complete the 1993 school year at Dryandra but insisted that he
retire midyear. The parents and children at the school were extremely disappointed that this
fine, compassionate man was made redundant in this most callous way.
I refer now to the economic circumstances of many families in Girrawheen, which are of
great concern to me. There are many single parent families and families where parents have
been unemployed for an extended period. There is a need for family support services and
networks. Many parents have difficulty meeting the cost of their children's education. They
are unable to pay school fees or to purchase uniforms and text books. Even though the
Government provides support for many low income families, the extent of that support -
$160 to cover school fees and a $100 clothing allowance for high school students up to the
age of 15 - is insufficient to meet fees and textbook requirements.
One consequence of the inability of parents to pay school fees is that schools in the area have
less money to provide basic materials for their students. While schools in more affluent,
leafy areas collect all of their fees, schools such as Girrawbeen Senior High School cannot,
and are forced to operate on a diminished budget. Even when other Commonwealth and
State grants are taken into account, this school still has insufficient funds to buy texts and
consumable items for students. This is an important social justice issue. It is outrageous that
a Government school system which prides itself on the equity of its provision for students
around the State should allow such an obvious inequity to exist.
The electorate of Marangaroo has great ethnic diversity. Many families from western and
southern Europe and from South East Asia have moved into the area in the last ten years.
Significant numbers of Aboriginal people have made their home in the Ginrawheen and
IKoondoola areas. The rich mix of ethnic cultures has made for the emergence of a vibrant
community rich in potential. Indeed, it is unfortunate that during a period of economic slow

[Thursday, I July 1993] 957



958 [ASSEMBLY]

down, the immigrant and indigenous groups are hit particularly hard by any reduction in
Government services.
Schools in my electorate require special help as they attempt to provide services to these
communities. The continuation of existing programs or the introduction of new programs are
important to encourage Aboriginal students to remain at school until year 12. The programs
will help schools develop courses that include practical skills, increasing student
opportunities for employmenL. Programs can provide language development for children
fromr non-English speaking backgrounds, and promote ethnic and cultural harnony. They
can improve students' self-esteem and encourage positive self-concepts so they can look to
the future with a sense of hope and optimism. Programs can also provide special attention
for non-English speaking parents, who are disadvantaged when assisting school age children.
An acute need exists for ethnic liaison services to help those parents negotiate for their
children.
I anm particularly proud of the programs initiated in my electorate by the previous Labor
Government, as they meet the needs of children. The programs are testimony to the
dedication of the teaching profession. I particularly mention the professionalism and
outstanding dedication of the principal of Girrawbeen Senior High School, Mr Barry Wells,
and his dedicated and hard working staff. Self-esteem has been the major objective at that
school during the last 12 months, and this program has been a success. The principal and the
caring staff have given the students much needed confidence and hope, which is so important
in their daily lives.
I also congratulate the previous Labor Government for its off-campus programs, so ably
guided by a caring and professional teacher in Helen Bryant. Also, the "Spye" program was
established to help students with extreme difficulty with conventional schooling, and it
involved many people from the Balga and Cirrawheen High Schools. These programs are
models of what can be done to help develop social and academic skills for dysfunctional
students. The program set up at Girrawheen Senior High School under the social initiative
package of the previous Labor Government has proved to be a great success.
The crisis at-entry program - CARE - aims at attracting chronic truants back to school and
providing a supportive environment for young offenders caught in the juvenile justice
system, so they can re-enter mainstream schooling. The commercial catering, industrial
fabrications and business and secretarial studies courses run at Girrawheen Senior High
School have been a great success. These courses developed by staff at the school provide
meaningful, employment-orientated programs for the increasing number of young people
who ame now continuing secondary schooling into the post compulsory years.
Parent education courses have been established by the school to help parents deal with
problems of adolescence, teenage sexuality and drug use. This initiative has been well
attended and supported. [ urge the present Government to continue funding for these most
important programs. A fear exists that this Government will be interested only in feeding
education money into wealthy and privileged areas. I hope it proves me wrong.
I refer now to staff development of priority schools. No reduction should occur in school
development days, which provide student free time for staff development and school
planning, and are a vital ingredient in providing a quality service for students in priority
schools. In recent years under a Labor Government funding has been provided for teacher
development courses, including managing student behaviour, first steps, stepping out, and
learning assistance. The funding includes teacher relief which, although costly, is essential
for the proper delivery of the courses. The managing student behaviour and first steps
courses are providing a quiet revolution in the teaching practices of our schools. It is
fortunate that much of the funding is channelled to priority schools where the need is
greatest.
The priority schools all enjoy cte caring guidance of their principals. Those schools are
Hainsworth Primary School, which operates under principal Barry Dufall; the Blackrnore
Primary School, under Diane Tomlinson; Ginrawheen Primary School, under John
Templernan; Koondoola Primary School, under Don Brown; Marangaroo Primary School,
under the acting principal, Lesley Day; Montrose Primary School, under Richard Tarnowy;
Waddington Primary School, under Bob King; Warriapendi Primary School, under Trevor
Daw; Girrawheen Senior High School, under Barry Wells; Balga Senior High School, under
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Graham Young; and Dryandra Primary School. These schools require special consideration
because of the great social disadvantages experienced by many of the children in these areas.
Although teachers in these schools are very dedicated to the children and respond to the
demanding situation in a commendable manner, further measures must be considered to
improve this area of need.
A lower student-teacher ratio is necessary, and due to the number of at-risk children in these
schools the class sizes must be reduced. Additional specialist teachers will enable PSP
schools to cater more appropriately for children with great social or learning disadvantages.
Upgrading of ageing buildings should be a priority. Many buildings constructed in the 1960s
and 1970s are not comparable in quality and functions with buildings constructed in the last
two decades. A task force could be established to redress this imbalance.
A special salary package to attract and keep the dedicated teachers in these demanding
schools should be considered as an important step in recognising the special skill and
dedication required by the teachers. The lack of provision for children incapable of making
reasonable academic, social and behavioural progress is becoming a serious concern.
Specialist services, particularly education support facilities, are. catering for a diminishing
percentage of the school population. More "in between" children require additional support
but they are not receiving it. These at-risk children may become the problem adolescents and
adults of the future. Providing for the at-risk children as early as possible in their schooling -
at primary and preprimary - is a moral obligation that Governments must address.
I offer a bouquet to three very special schools in the Marangaroo electorate; it is always
dangerous to pick out any one effort, but in this case my attention is well justified.
Landsdale Farm School is a unique facility in the Balga education district, if not in Western
Australia. Mrs Loma Long was its original founder and visionary. The farm was set up on
ministry land as a community initiative under the guidance of Ted Kelley, the Chairman of
Landsdale Fainm School Inc for 10 years from 1982 to 1992. The school farm is a joint
venture between the community, as represented by the Landsdale Farm School Inc, and the
Ministry of Education. It is a model of community involvement and the better schools
program principle. When it was officially opened in April 1986, the then Minister for
Education, Hon Bob Pearce, commented on the unique way in which the school had come
into existence; how so much of its infrastructure had been donated by the community, and so
much time, money, work and love had been put in by a diverse group of supporters, service
clubs, charitable organisations and volunteers that it had virtually guaranteed the long term
success and security of this special project. Landsdale Farm School is now flourishing under
the guidance and care of its competent principal, Tim Saggers. It has a wide range of
programs and is well known and widely used by groups from all over the State, so it is not
just as a metropolitan facility, but a regional facility.
Mr W. Smith interjected.
Mr CUNNINGHAM: The member for Wannerco has been to the school many times.
Children from as far away as Karratha, Kalgoorlie and the south west attend regular camps at
the farm, and even interstate and overseas visitors use the facility. It is available for not only
children but also people with special needs such as the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, the
Multiple Sclerosis Society of WA Inc, the Authority for Intellectually Handicapped Persons,
hostels, aged persons homes, and Rocky Bay Inc. Family day care groups. playgroups and
preschool centres help to complete the picture of wide community usage. The school farm's
well developed program of primary school visits sees over 5 000 children from schools all
over the northern suburbs visiting the school annually. Children can see cows being milked,
eggs being lad, sheep being shorn, and horses and pigs. If the member for Stirling were here
he would be proud to know that die school and its staff are helping to heal the rural-urban
and the farm-city division which unfortunately is a feature of our dine. The farm has well
developed plans to set up a conservation park on 16 hectares of native bushland, which is a
reserve adjacent to the farm.
Mr W. Smith interjected.
Mr CUNNINGHAM: It is intended to introduce children to nature and show them how
agriculture and the environment can coexist in harmony. The conservation park would
always be open to the public to wander through and enjoy.
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1 applaud the great work being done by people like Eve Lucas from the Gladys Newton
School in Balga. Eve has been a tower of strength to that school for so many years. With
schools like Landsdale, and Burbridge in Koondoola wider the guidance of Ted Kcelley, we
are in a very good position to help people who suffer from disabilities. This Government
must show compassion for those types of schools. 1 am extremely proud to represent the
people of Marangaroo. I challenge this Government to continue the good work instigated by
the previous Labor Government, not only for handicapped and priority schools in the State,
but also for the benefit of all Western Australians.
DR TURNBULL (Collie) 15.44 pm]: I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your election as
Speaker. With the state of the House at this late time, you will not have too much trouble
with members interjecting on my speech.
The SPEAKER: Thank you.
Dr TURNBULL: A very serious situation occurred in Western Australia about a month ago:
The taxpayers of Western Australia had to pay out $4m for nothing. They received no
service, no electricity, no extra coal. The taxpayers of Western Australia have been
defrauded of $4m by the actions of the former Labor Government. An article in The
Australian of 8 June 1993 states -

Mr Barnieu yesterday described the coal deal as a scam and a fiasco undertaken by the
Dowding Labor governiment.

Mr Barnett was referring to the payout that the Western Australian Government had to make
to the liquidators of Spedley Securities Ltd. The article states -

The then acting energy minister, Mr Julian Grill, ordered SECWA to enter a forward
purchase deal with Western Collieries - then a Rothwell subsidiary - for $15 million
worth of coal.

It was astounding that this scam should even have been arranged or that those who were
supposedly in charge of the State and of the Government, the then Acting Premier and now
member for Eyre, did not even take into account the fact that we had a stockpile of coal the
size of the central business district. The Government paid $15m to forward purchase coal.
That article quoted Mr Barnett, the Minister for Energy as saying -

... this scam has cost electricity consumers and taxpayers $3.4 million (but) there is
not a single shovelful of coal to show for it.

The taxpayers of Western Australia have been robbed. The voters of the Collie electorate
have elected me to this Parliament to ensure that this type of activity does not happen again.
It is very important to go back into history and highlight the matter again, because the
member for Eyre is still in this place. The member for Eyre is still trying to justify his
position in this scam, this shabby action, that has cost the taxpayers so much money. The
Hansard of Thursday, 24 June 1993 reports Mr Grill's interjections during a speech by
Mr Cowan, the member for Merredin and the Deputy Premier, as follows -

Mr COWAN: . .. he instructed the State Energy Commission to purchase $15rn of
coal that we did not need. We already had a stockpile that we could not use, yet in
his wisdom he instructed SECWA to do that ... The consequence of the decision
was that it cost the State another $3.5m.
Mr Grill: Do you know Bill Heron?
Mr COWAN: Yes, I do.
Mr Grill: Do you know that he tried to do exactly the deal he instructed the
commissioner to do some time before I gave the instruction?
Mr COWAN: No doubt all Ministers take advice from their senior departmental
officers and from other officers at different times. In this case, I do not doubt that the
tonmer Miinister took advice from Treasury. I do not know the advice, but the former
Minister told me about advice from one person.
Mr Grill: Not only was that his advice, it was his idea along with Ross Bowe and
Mr Heron before him, to instruct White to do the deal, and when he found he would
not without a ministerial instruction I was called in.
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That is an attempt by the member for Eyre to spread the blame for the responsibility on to
another person. The servants of the Government the members of the Treasury and the
SECWA Board, were giving advice to the Minister. It is important that we pay attention to
many of the mzatters which have come out through the royal commission's report, one of
which is that people must not have a conflict of interest. On this occasion the conflict of
interest was the Minister's responsibility for the State Energy Commission of Western
Australia and how to deal with the issue of Rothwells at that time. Another conflict exists
with members of the Public Service who are also on statutory authorities. Ws Bill Heron was
a member of the SECWA board who should have been ensuring that SECWA's best interests
were attended to; he was also the Deputy Under Treasurer. For a number of weeks the
instructions were that the plan had been decided, even the member for Eyre said that.
Mr Marlborough: He is a senior public servant of the Government.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Dr TURNBULL: I shall continue my remarks. The advice was given with an air of its being
a political issue. It is important that members in this House now pay attention to this conflict
of interest. This Government is attempting to do that; that is, address conflicts of interest,
particularly of people who are within the executive of the Public Service and who, at the
same time, hold a position on a statutory advisory committee or board. For example, it is
addressing situations such as that which occurred with the Environmental Protection
Authority. Members must pay attention to these issues of conflict of interest at all times.
People who aie statutory authority appointees must deliver their duty of care to the
organisation to which they belong; that is, to the Public Service or the statutory authority.
Members of Parliament must ensure that they know where their responsibilities lie. They are
appointed to this place to represent the best interests of those who elected them.
I now wish to pay tribute to Bill Grayden. Bill was a longstanding member of this House.
He was a quiet man on most occasions; however, members will know that he could be both
eloquent and fiery. I pay this tribute because when I first became a member of Parliament I
had a strong commitment to introduce legislation for the banning of the advertising of
tobacco products. Of course, I would 1like to go so far as to ban tobacco products themselves,
but my commitment was to the banning of the advertising of those products. When I camne to
the Parliament I had the support of the National Party on this matter but I was in a very
lonely position because at that time very heavy lobbying of members of Parliament by the
tobacco industry was taking place, and some extremely strong wards were said against those
people advocating the banning of tobacco advertising. Bill Graydon gave me very great
encouragement at that time. He would pass me in the corridor and say such things as, "Keep
going, don't give up." I had always thought of him as a very quiet, gentlemanly person; but
suddenly, on 5 December 1989, Bill Grayden rose in his place on the Opposition backbench
and began to speak on the Tobacco Bill. I will quote some of what he said on that day, and
those members who were here then may recall how fiery his speech was, to the extent that
people in St George's Terrace would probably have heard it! He said -

..as a consequence of cigarette smoking. In Western Australia, 1 700 people die
each year. In Cambodia the killing took place as a result of the activities of the
Khmer Rouge, a Communist organisation which used to be called the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Cambodia. The head of that organisation was
Pot Pot. The Australian equivalent of the Khmer Rouge is the tobacco lobby; and of
Pol Pot is the tobacco moguls, who sit in their plush offices in New York and other
parts of the world. The turnover of Phillip Morris in the third quarter of this year was
over $11 000 million.

I had not heard a speech like that in this Parliament before, and it was a great inspiration to
hear Bill Graydon representing his position so strongly. I think he was probably describing
himself later on in that speech when, in advocating a royal commission into the fact that
1 700 people die annually as a result of cigarette smoking, he said that if those people were
mown down by gunfire or if some other catastrophe befell them we would hold a royal
commission, but because they just died quietly in their beds we did not, However, he said, if
ever there was justification for a royal commission, this surely must be it. He then said-

The test of any member of Parliament would firstly be his sincerity, his judgment, his
character and his desire to improve the quality of life of the community; such a test
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does not come along very often in ibis place but it does so occasionally and I suggest
this issue is such a test.

On the day Bill Grayden said that and supported the Labor Government's Bill his party said
it would not support the legislation. We know that, as time went on, the legislation was
passed unanimously. However, I think Bill Grayden lived by his statement about what a
politician should be, and he lived by it extremely well in the 40 years that he served the
people of Western Australia.
[Leave pranted for speech to be continued.]
Debate thus adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.00 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

WOMEN'S INTERESTS, OFFICE OF - RESTRUCTURE PLANS
Artefacts, Fate; Library Collection, Fate

171. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Women's Interests:
If plans for the restructure of the Office of Women's Interests are
implemented can the Minister informt the Parliament -

(a) what the fate of the artefacts donated by women of Western Australia
and held at the Women's Information Service will be; and

(b) what the fate of the library collection will be?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:

The Office of Women's Interests will continue to be responsible for the
artefacts and the library collection.

McCARREY COMMISSION OF AUDIT - COMMITTEES, GOVERNMENT
OFFICERS OR CONSULTANCIES, EMPLOYMENT DETAILS

Homeswese
200. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What committees, individual Government officers or consultancies have been
directly involved in working for the McCanrey commission of audit in so far
as it covers the operations of Horneswest?

(2) What tasks, guidelines or terms of reference were given to direct this work in
each case?

(3) What were the fees or costs involved for each of these?
Mr SHAVE replied:
(I) I do not have the information requested by the member. The appointment of

consultants and members of committees was entirely a matter for the
commission. I am advised that the commission intends to publish in the
second volume of its report a list of consultants and persons who served on
committees.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

Community Organisationts and Projects, Funding Cessation 1993-94
223. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Has he instructed the South West Development Authority and the Peel
Development Commission to cease all funding for community organisations
and projects in 1993-94?

(2) If so, why?
(3) If so, what will the procedure be for alternative agencies of Government to

assume the funding responsibility in 1993-94 and can the Deputy Premier
guarantee that this will happen?

Mr COWAN replied:
(1) The South West Development Authority, as is the case with other

development authorities and commissions, will not be borrowing money to
fund community capital works projects.

(2) Previously borrowings for community facilities were approved as part of the
budgetary process and served only to increase the debt of the South West
Development Authority or to limit flexibility in other budgets.
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(3) Proposals for funding of community capital works referred to development
authorities and commissions have been passed on to responsible agencies for
consideration in the 1993-94 Budget.
Development authorities and commissions winl have limited discretionary
funds to apply to assist community organisations and local authorities prepare
funding proposals and submissions as well as to promote innovative or
worthwhile minor projects.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

Departments and Agencies, Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Community Organisadons
Receiving Government Funding in Area Covered

227. Mr D.L SMITH to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies for which the

Minister is responsible were located at each of the towns and cities located in
the area covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -
(a) 1 February 1993;
(b) I June 1993?

(2) Will the Minister list all the community organisations which received State
Government financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister's supervision in the area covered by the South West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -
(a) the amount of funding;
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurrent;
GOi one off;
(iii) for a limited term and how long that termi is;

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organisation;

(e) whether the Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so, what agencies and amounts are involved?

Mr COWAN replied:
(1) (a) SWDA - 27 FrEs; Peel - six Fits.

(b) SWDA -24 FTEs; Peel - six Fits.
Ile reduction in SWDA FTEs reflects the closure of the Minister for
South West's office in Bunbury.

(2) Amounts of community funding will be presented in agency annual reports.
SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT

COMMISSION
Departments and Agencies, Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Commuiy Organisa dons

Receiving Government Funding in Area Covered
228. Mr D.L SMITH to the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies for which the
Minister is responsible were located at each of the towns and cities located in
the area covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -

(a) 1 February 1993;
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(b) I June 1993?
(2) Will the Minister list all the community organisations which received State

Government financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister 's supervision in the area covered by the South West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -
(a) the amount of funding;
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurrent;
(ii) one off;
(iii) for a limited term and how long that term is;

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organ isation;

(e) whether the Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so, what agencies anid amounts are involved?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1) No staff of the Department of Resources Development were located in the

areas in question.
(2) No community organisations received funding through the Department of

Resources Development.
SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTIHORIT1Y - PEEL DEVELOPMENT

COMMISSION
Departments andAgencies. Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Community Organisations

Receiving Goverment Funding in Area Covered
229. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies the Minister is
responsible for were located at each of the towns and cities located in the area
covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -

(a) I February 1993;
(b) I June 1993?

(2) Will the Minister list all the community organisations which received State
Governent financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister's supervision in the area covered by the South West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -

(a) the amount of funding;
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurrent;
(ii) one off;
(iii) for a limited term and how long that term is;

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organisation;

(e) whether the Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so, what agencies and amounts are involved?
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Mr HOUSE replied:
The area covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority includes the south west statistical Division plus the
Shires of Boddington and Serpentine-Jarrahdale.
(1) The number of staff of the Department of Agriculture and the

Agriculture Protection Board located within the above area at the dates
suggested is as follows -

1.2.93 1.6.93
Location CRF Industry Vacant CRF Industry Vacant
Busselton 8 0 0 8 0 0
Harvey 10 0 0 10 0 0
Manjimup 20 1 0 19 2 lOWR
Pinjarra 9 0 0 9 0 0
Bunbury 52 6 0 52 5 2 industry
Bridgetown 1 7
Manjimup Hort Res.
Ctr 16 1 2 CRFI16 1 2 CRF

yasse R/Str 13 1 13 1
Wokalup R/Stn 11 11
Serpentine 1 1
Boyup Brook 2 2
Nannup I 1
Boddington I I
Waroona I 1
Margaret River 2 2
Donnybrook 31
TOTAL 151 9 2 154 9 5
(2)(a)-(d)

Funding for community organisations -

The Department of Agriculture provided $2 000 in 1992-93 to a joint
project with the Peel Development Commission, the Shires of
Serpentine-Jarrahdale and Murray and the national Landcare program,
to develop the role of community environmental officer. The funds
were used to meet publication costs. This project terminates on 30
June 1993.
The Department of Agriculture, through the State Landcare program,
provided $19 611 to five Landcare groups in 1992-93 as follows -

Lake Preston LCDCt  $5 000
Serpentine-Jarrabdale LCDC 54095
Coolup LCDC $1 980
LCDCs of the Blackwood River catchment $3 536
Yallingup LCDC $5 000

*Land Conservation District Committee.

All funding was for specific one year projects and is non-recurrent.
No staff were employed using these funds. Funding allocation to
community groups is through State Lamdcare and is in accord with
recommendations of the State Soil and Land Conservation Council.
Funds are awarded to proposals an merit on a Statewide basis. In
addition to the above, the State Landcare program allocates funds for
the administration and insurance costs of LCDCs on a Statewide basis.
In 1992-93 these costs were $35 000 and $24 198 respectively, some
of which would apply to activities in the area.
No decision has been made, or recommendation given, to reduce
support to the areas in question.
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SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

Departments and Agencies, Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Community Organisarions
Receiving Government Funding in Area Covered

230. Mr D.L. SMITH to die Minister representing the Minister for Mines:
(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies the Minister is

responsible for were located at each of the towns and cities located in the area
covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -
(a) 1 February 1993;
(b) 1 June 1993?

(2) Will the Minister list all the community organisations which received State
Government financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister's supervision in the area covered by the South West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -

(a) the amount of funding;
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurrent;
(ii) one off;,
(iii) for a limited term and how long that term is;

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organisation;

(e) whether die Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so, what agencies and amounts are involved?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
The Minister for Mines has provided the following reply -

In respect of the departments and agencies under my control the following
information is provided -

(1) (a) Department of Minerals and Energy -

Mining Engineering Division staff - Collie) 5
Collie Industry Council support staff - Collie) 2

7
Department of Land Administration - Bunbury 6
Western Australian Land Authority - not applicable -

(b) Department of Minerals and Energy - See (1 )(a) no change
Department of Land Administration - See (1)(a) no change
Western Australian Land Authority - not applicable

(2) Not applicable.
SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT

COMMISSION
Departments and Agencies. Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Comimunity Organisations

Receiving Government Funding in Area Covered
236. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies the Minister is
responsible for were located at each of die towns and cities located in the area
covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -
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(a) 1 February 1993;,
(b) 1 June 1993?

(2) Will the M~inister list all the community organisations which received State
Government financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister's supervision in the area covered by the South West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -
(a) the amount of funding;
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurnenc;
(ii) one off;,
(iii) for a limited term and how long that term is;,

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organ isation;

(e) whether the Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so, what agencies and amounts are involved?

Mrt OMODEI replied:
Department of Local Government -

(1) (a)-(b)
Nil.

(2) (a)-(e)
Not applicable.

Water Authority of Western Australia -
(1) Numbers of personnel employed by WAWA in each town -

TOWN As at 1.2.93 As at 1.6.93
Bunbury 147 147
Mandurah 31 31
Harvey 26 26
Roelands 25 26
Busselton 20 20
Collie 16 16
Manjimup I1 11
Bridgetown 6 7
Margaret River 6 6

(2) (a)-(e)
Nil.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY - PEEL DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

Departments and Agencies, Staff Numbers in Area Covered; Community Organisations
Receiving Government Funding in Area Covered

241. Mr D.SMITH to the inister for Planning:
(1) How many staff in each of the departments and agencies the Minister is

responsible for were located at each of the towns and cities located in the area
covered by the Peel Development Commission and the South West
Development Authority as at -
(a) 1 February 1993;
(b) 1 June 1993?
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(2) Will the Minister list all the community organisations which received State
Government financial support or funding from departments or agencies under
the Minister's supervision in the area covered by the' Saudi West
Development Authority and the Peel Development Commission in 1992-93
and specify -

(a) the amount of funding;,
(b) the number of staff positions supported by that funding;
(c) whether that funding is -

(i) recurrntt
(ii) one off;,
(iii) for a limited term and how long that term is;

(d) the location or area covered by the services provided by that
organisation;

(c) whether the Minister has decided or a department or agency has
recommended ceasing or reducing the amount of this support and, if
so. what agencies and amounts are involved?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) (a) Peel -3 Bunbury -18

(b) Peel - 3 Bunbury - 18
(2) (a) $5 000

(b) None
(c) (i) No

(ii) Yes
(iii) Not applicable.

(d) The Blackwood catchment coordinating group incorporated, either fully
or partially, the following shires -

Augusta-Margaret River, Nannup. Bridgetown-Greenbushes,
Donnybrook-Ballingup, Boyup Brook, Kojonup, West Arthur,
Williams, Narrogin, Wagin, Woodanilling, Kittanning,
Broombhill, Kent, Dumbleyung, Wickepin and Onowangerup.

(e) See (c) above.

COLLIE COAL INDUSTRY TASK FORCE - MEMBERSHIP
Collie Coal Fired Power Station Submission, Members' Support

293. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Who are the members of the Collie coal industry task force?
(2) Does the Minister know if all of diem support the task force's submission in

support of a 600mw coal fired power station at Collie?
(3) Did any members of the task force vote against the amendment proposed to

the Address-in-Reply conveying to the Governor the Legislative Assembly's
support for the 600mw coal tired station at Collie?

(4) If yes to (3), have those members conveyed their reasons for supporting the
amendment to the Minister or done anything else to show they stand by the
task force's submission?

(5) What is the Minister's own impression of this about face by those members?
Mr C.J BARNETT replied:
(1) I assume that the member for Mitchell is referring to the south west power

task force. If so, I am advised that the membership as published in May 1993
is as follows -
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Rosanne Pimm, Chairman; Collie Shire President
Cive Lancaster, Collie Shire Council
John Saunders, Bunbwry Chamber of Commerce
Rolf Stene, Bunbury Chamber of Commerce
Ray Piladi, Collie Chamber of Commerce
Chris Fizzhardinge, South West Development Authority
Dominique Van Gent, South West Development Authority
Bob Greig. Griffin Coal Mining Company
Keith Piuts, Western Collieries Ltd
Gary Wood1 Coal Miners Union
Jim Davidson, Metal & Engineering Workers' Union

(2) No.
(3) 1 am advised that membership of the south west power task force is as shown

and does not include members of Parliament.
(4)-(5)

Not applicable.
PLANNING - COALITION PARTIES, PRE-ELECTION POLICIES

300. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Planning:
(1) Did the coalition parties have any election policies in written form covering

planning prior to the 1993 State Election?
(2) If so -

(a) can the Minister provide a copy of such policies;
(b) indicate which are now Government planning policy or the steps being

taken to formulate planning policies in keeping with these pre-election
policies?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) A copy of the policies can be obtained by the member from the

Parliamentary Library.
(b) All are being applied to the planning decisions of the GovernmenL.

LAND - STATE PRINT AREA, SUBIACO
Re-zoning

301. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Have any land holdings been recently rezoned or considered for rezoning in

the general area surrounding the State Print in Subiaco?
(2) If yes -

(a) then who owns such land;
(b) what changes to zonings are either contemplated or completed?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) No.
(2) (a)-(b)

Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - CARSON STREET SCHOOL

Amalgamation or Closure Plans
304. Dr GALLOP to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
Does the Government have plans to amalgamate or close Carson Street
School, East Victoria Park?
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Nit TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply-
There are no plans at this stage for the amalgamnation or closure of Carson
Street School.

TECHNOLODGY SCHOOL OP THE FUTURE - TECHNOLOGY PARK, BENTLEY
Establishment Plans

305. Dr GALLO)P to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Will the Government support plans to establish a technology school of the

future at Technology Park, Bentley?
(2) If yes -

(a) what is the timetable for the school's cons truction;
(b) what is the proposed funding package for the school?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

The Government recognises the potential contribution of this proposal
and would like to proceed with its establishment. However, for the
next two financial years priority in capital works funding is for
maintenance of and for new primary and secondary schools and
classrooms. Other financial options are being explored to determine if
the Technology School of die Future can be built at an earlier date.

SCHOOLS - WILSON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Covered Assembly Area, Construction Timetable

308. Dr GALLOP to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:

What is the proposed timetable for the construction of a covered assembly
area at Wilson Primary School, Wilson?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

It is anticipated that tenders for the proposed covered assembly area will be
called on 24 July 1933. Construction is expected to commence in early
September and be completed in readiness for the start of the 1994 school year.

TAFE - PEEL TAPE COLLEGE
Land Purchase

309. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary assisting the Minister for
Education:

Will the Government honour its election promise to proceed immediately with
the purchase of land for the Peel Technical and Further Education College?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

The member would be await that the Department of Employment, Vocational
Education and Training has been investigating a site for the proposed Peel
Regional TAPE College in Figgerts Road, Ravenswood. An engineering
report on the site has just been finalised which examines such matters as the
possible cost of site establishment, drainage, and access. Other issues relating
to the environmental impact of the development have also been raised. In
accordance with the member's own public statement in January this year
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regarding this matter, the report has now been referred to the Environmental
Protection Authority for assessment in the context of the EPA's moratorium
on development in that locality.

WATER AUTHORIT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - WATER USE. COUNTRY
SOUTH

Water Charges, South West, Reduction; Farming Businesses, Regarded as Small Businesses
310. Mr D.LSMiTHl to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What was the avenage water use for 1991-92 and 1992-93 for -
(a) commercial users in country south;
(b) industrial users in country south?

(2) Have small businesses and other commercial and industrial users in the South
West received any reduction in their water charges for 1993-94?

(3) If yes, what is the percentage decease?
(4) If they have been increased by what percentage have they increased?
(5) If country charges have increased what was the reason for increasing small

business charges in the country while reducing them in metropolitan Perth?
(6) Does the Minister regard farming businesses as small business people?
(7) If yes, why have they also been discriminated against by having to pay

increased water and irrigation charges while they reduce for metropolitan
businesses?

Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) T'his information is not readily available in the timefraime of this reply.

However, I will be pleased to provide the figures to the member at a later date
but would request that he be more specific about the information ne needs.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) The average increase for 1993-94 for annual water service charges and water

usage charges for commercial and industrial customers is 3.4 per cent.
(5) It is important that the member understand the difference between general

increases in charges - which were applied uniformly for metropolitan and
country commercial and industrial customers - and changes in the incidence
of charges due to tariff reform. For 1993-94 tariff reform has been
commenced for metropolitan commercial/industrial customers. Thlis may be
extended to the country in the next few years.

(6) I regard some farming businesses as small business and others as large
business. I would certainly welcome the member's definition of small
business and small business people.

('7) There has been no discrimination against country businesses relative to
metropolitan businesses. As previously mentioned, the only real difference is
that tariff reform has been introduced for the metropolitan commercial sector.
The result of that tariff reform will be that some metropolitan comniecial
properties will pay more for water and others will pay less. Those benefiting
most will be commercial properties which currently pay substantially more
than the true cost of providing the services. The non metropolitan commercial
sector pays in total about the net cost of providing the water services.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

312. Mr RIPPER to the inister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
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(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned,
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

313. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Resources Development:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned;
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr C.J. BARNETT7 replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

314. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned;
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr HOUSE replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.
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GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

315. Mr RIPPER to dhe Moinister representing the Minister for Mines:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned;
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:

The Minister for Mines has provided the following reply -

(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a
view to identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget
blowout.

(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be
available until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to
provide the information requested at this time. However, full details
of variations from budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in
response to Treasury's request for expenditure restraint, will be
provided in the agencies' annual reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

319. Mr RIPPER to the Premier representing the Minister for Finance:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, far each agency -

(a) what was the total amount retured,
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TO
TREASURY

321. Mr RIPPER to the Mlinister for Water Resources:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned,
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
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Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year. it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RET URNED TO
TREASURY

325. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Police:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned-,
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget aliocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr WTESE replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide die
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations from
budgets, including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES - BUDGET 1992-93, FUNDS RETURNED TOD
TREASURY

326. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Planning:
(1) Was any agency for which the Minister is responsible required to return funds

budgeted for 1992-93 to Treasury?
(2) If so, for each agency -

(a) what was the total amount returned,
(b) what amounts were deducted from the budget allocations for each

program and subprogram?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) All agencies were requested to review expenditure transactions with a view to

identifying savings to help alleviate a potential budget blowout.
(2) As full detailed figures for the 1992-93 financial year will not be available

until the close of the financial year, it is not possible to provide the
information requested at this time. However, full details of variations ftrm
budgets. including savings achieved by agencies in response to Treasury's
request for expenditure restraint, will be provided in the agencies' annual
reports.

MINISTER FOR FINANCE - OFFICE, NEW DESK INSTALLATION
333. Dr LAWRENCE to the Premier representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) Has the Minister installed a new desk in the Minister's office?



(2) Was the desk specially commissioned?
(3) If so, at what cost?
Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following reply -

(1) No. However, the Minister has retrieved a second hand teak desk
from the Capita building suite of the Deputy Premier, left there, it is
understood, by the previous incumbent. It replaced a small round
drawerless table left by the former ministerial occupant of the office
now occupied by the Minister for Finance. This table, of
approximately 60cm radius, may have been the perfect size for the
workload of the former ministerial occupant of the office, but the
Moinister for Finance found it totally inadequate for anything other than
morning tea.

(2) Not by the Minister for Finance. Whether it was specially
commissioned by the former Government is a matter better addressed
by the Leader of the Opposition to herself, to one of her colleagues, or
to one of her former colleagues.

(3) As the desk was already Government property it cost nothing.
However, an amount of $412 was spent repolishing and refurbishing
the desk. While the Minister considers this amount unusually high, it
must be remembered that, like most things associated with the former
Labor Government, the desk was very badly tarnished.

CANADIAN: SASKATCHEWAN PROVINCE - THIRD PARTY PREMIUMS
COLLECTION SYSTEM, GOVERNMENT CONSIDERATION

349. Dr GALLOP to the Treasurer:
(1) Did the Government consider the introduction of the Canadian, Saskatchewan

Province, system of collecting third party premiums from vehicle owners and
drivens, the latter to be based on a driver's record?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following reply -
(1) An examination of the Canadian - Saskatchewan Province - system

has been under consideration for one and a half years, when it first
came to the attention of the State Government Insurance Commission.
It requires very careful analysis. The SOIC is continuing with its
review of the system.

(2) Not applicable.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

MABO - KEY TO RESOLUTION OF LAND RIGHTS
50. Dr LAWRENCE to the Premier

In view of the Premier's address to the Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander
Commission today on Mabo, does he agree that Mabo holds the key to what
could be the whole question of the resolution of land rights? In truth, rather
than being some sort of threat to the backyards of ordinary Australians, is it,
in fact, a godsend?

Mr COURT replied:
It is interesting that we am completing our second week of Parliament and this
is the first question I have had on Mabo. The question was whether I saw it as
holding the key. No, I do not believe it holds the key to improving the
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position of Aboriginal people. If the debate goes the way in which
Mr Keating is taking it with his proposals, I believe it will set back the cause
of reconciliation in trying to improve the position of Aboriginal people.

GOVERNOR OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - NEW GOVERNOR APPOINTMENT
Current Position

51. Mr JOHNSON to the Premier:
Can the Premier advise the House of dhe current position in relation to the
appointment of a new Governor for Western Australia?

Mr COURT replied:
Yes. We art currently finalising the appointment of a new Governor.
However, we will not be able to make that announcement until the beginning
of September.
Mr Ripper: A Western Australian?
Mr COURT: The person will be a Western Australian. As a result, His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Francis Burt, has agreed to extend his term by
three months.

SUPPLY HILL - SECOND READING
Two Versions, Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget

52. Dr LAWRENCE to the Treasurer
One version of the second reading speech on the Supply Bill read today - the
one die Treasurer used - said, "It seems that it will not be possible to bring the
consolidated revenue fund budget into balance in 1992-93 without drawing on
borrowings to finance the deficit." Further on in that paragraph he said that
"the end of the deficit was expected to be less than half of the deficit forecast
in the midyear review." That is, $23m. The same paragraph in another
version of the second reading speech which was given to Hansard and to
members of this House reads, "and it now seems that die consolidated revenue
budget will finish on target in 1992-93 and there will be no need to draw upon
borrowings." That is, a balanced CRF budget.
Can the Treasurer explain the discrepancy in the two different versions?
Which axe we supposed to believe? Is this another example of juggling the
books?

Several members inteijected.
Mr Taylor: You have a big problem here, Treasurer.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much noise coming from my right. I call

members to order.
Dr LAWRENCE: There are two versions of the Treasurer's second reading speech

on the Supply Bill. Can the Treasurer explain the $23m discrepancy? How
did he manage to either find or lose $23m in a few minutes and who wrote the
second version?

Mr COURT replied:
Mr Speaker. I assure you that the speech I read in this Parliament was the
proper speech; it was prepared by Treasury.

Several members interjected.
Mr COURT: The Leader of die Opposition may not be aware that the financial year

finished at 12 o'clock last night. Treasury does not have its final figures for
the end of the financial year. The Under Treasurer said that when we came
into Government the Treasury estimated a deficit of about 5Gm, but he now
anticipates it will come in at about half that figure. We must remember that it
is not die consolidated fund deficit which is around $400m. As of this
moment the Treasury cannot say what is the exact figure, but anticipates it
will come in at half that figure.
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION - CHANGES
Commnon Law Claims, No Access for Leg Loss

53. Mr TRENORDEN to the Minister for Labour Relations:

Can the Minister confirm Opposition claims that a worker who loses a leg in
an accident will not have access to a common law claim under the Minister's
changes to the workers' compensation system?

Mr KIERATH replied:

Yesterday I heard a news report that the member for Thornlie said that a
worker who lost his leg would not be able to sue for compensation under
common law. In the debate last night the member for Thornlie reiterated that
view and said that she had received legal advice that if a worker lost a leg he
would not qualify for common law action.

Mr Catania: How much would the Minister get if he cut off his nose?
Mr KIERATH: I can tell the member for Balcatta something about the loss of a leg.

The member for Thornlie is worried about workers' compensation because
she is worried what will happen if she contracts foot in mouth disease. Unless
30 per cent of members opposite are afflicted by the same disease the
Opposition will not qualify for a claim. The sad thing about the Opposition
and the member for Thorilie in particular is that they are running around
trying to whip up a campaign of fear and emotion.

Dr Lawrence: We do not need to whip it up.
Several members inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order! There are far too many interjections. I will not accept it. I

give members a warning. When questions are being answered I tolerate some
interjections, but I will not tolerate several together, one after the other and at
great length.

Mr KIERATH: It is amazing how the truth humt.
Mrts Henderson: Just answer the question.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mvr IERATH: Under the system that the Government has proposed, workers and

employers will be better off because this Government is taking some of the
torts out of the system. A loss of any part of the leg is covered. I will quote
from the document in my hand. Yesterday I told members that the
information was coming from the American Medical Association. I refer to
what it says about a leg on page 73. It covers a raft of situations. A person
can lose part of a leg from the hip to the foot. If the loss is above the knee, a
person qualifies for impairment of 44per cent. Near the knee it is 36 per cent;
at the lower part it is 30 per cent. Those figures are from the American
Medical Association scaled document to which I referred in the ministerial
statement yesterday. The Opposition did not even bother to read it. The
member for Peel has difficulty doing that, but the Government expects better
from the member for Thomnlie. We thought the very least she would do was
ascertain the facts. She is exposed for her mistake.

Point of Order
Mrs HENDERSON: I request that the Minister table this document, as it was not

available to the Parliament yesterday and he is quoting from it extensively.
The SPEAKER: If the Minister is quoting from a copy or abridgment of a document

he is not required to table it. It is a matter for him to determine whether it is
the document. If it is an official document, I expect it to be tabled. If it is an
abridgment or part, he is not required to do so. However, he may wish to do
SO.

Mr KIERATH: Does this Opposition expect me to do its work. I have given it the
name of the document; it is titled Guide to the Valuation of Permnanent

978



Impairment. It is put out by the American Medical Association. If members
opposite cannot get a copy of cte book, they should not expect me to give
them one.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr KOBELKE: In your earlier ruling, Mr Speaker, you said iliac if the member was

quoting from an official document, it would have to be tabled. A judgment
had to be made about whether be was doing that rather than reading from a
copy. In his own words, the Minister has said that he had an official copy.
Therefore, by your earlier ruling, I ask that he be requested to cable a copy of
the paper from which he is reading.

Mr KIERATH: The member for Nollamara must be blind. I was quoting from a
photocopy although I happen to have the book here. I am more than willing
to show the book to members privately later. I have no intention of tabling it

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The members for Cockburn and Thornhie.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mrt KIERATH: The Opposition is saying the saint things as the Trades and Labor

Council. it has forgotten that it lost Government and it is not doing its
homework - the ThC is doing it for the Government.

Point of Order
Mr RIPPER: [ thought that the Minister had finished the answer to the question and

that we were dealing with whether the document should be tabled.
The SPEAKER: That is not my understanding. As far as I know, he was continuing

his answer after I had indicated that I was dissatisfied with the level of
interjections. Members have obviously decided they will not take any notice
of me. They know that I have only one choice after that. I do not wish to
terminate question time but I will react to individual members who are
ignoring my call to order, and I will have to follow the process which,
ultimately, will result in their having to leave this House. I therefore seek
members' cooperation.

Quesdions without Notice Resumted
Mr KIERATLI: When the mob of Labor rabble went to New South Wales and learnt

how to be an Opposition it decided -

Point of Order
Mr M. BARNErr: I do not wish to canvas your ruling, Mr Speaker, but I suggest

you do have another option. It is clearly unfair in the extreme to allow, on the
one hand, the Minister for Labour Relations to be provocative and, on the
other hand, to require all the other members of the Chamber to accept that
without interjection. An even handed approach would see it that the Minister
for Labour Relations was not provocative in his response, or alternatively,
you, Mr Speaker, would allow the interjections.

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order. I think the member was canvassing my
ruling and [ totally disagree with the view he has just put forward- In the
many years I have been a member of this place there have been many times
when members have asked questions and received answers they did flog like.
Many members in this House speak in a way which raises the ire of people on
the other side. That is what is occurring now. It is not for me to take action
against the member unless he uses unparliamentary language. That does not
give any member of this House the right to interject. The member for
Rockingham would know more than most that all interjectiorns are disorderly.
As he would appreciate, I adopt an approach similar to that which he took
when Speaker, I allow interjections as he did. However, they must be
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controlled and I do not intend to totemice the situation where, for half an hour
every day, groups on the left and right side of the House shout and roar, as it
was described in the press two days ago when I closed down question time. A
journalist of his own accord and with no reference to me wrote that uproar
occurred in the House. I do not intend to have uproar in this House and I
remember that the member for Rockingham always took steps to stop such
uproar when he was in the Chair. I, like him, will do the same and will close
question time as he did on several occasions if!I cannot get order when I call
for it. I ask that members be given the opportunity to ask questions and be
heard, and that the Minister is able to reply with only a modicum of
interjections which are sensible, rational and not in concert.

SUPPLY BILL - SECOND READING SPEECH
Two Versions, Difference Explanation

54. Dr LAWRENCE to die Treasurer:
Will the Treasurer explain to the House the difference between the two
versions of the second reading speech on the Supply Hill presented to this
Parliament, one showing a deficit and one showing a balance? The Treasurer
should not duck the question.

The SPEAKER: I assume that the question asked by the Leader of the Opposition is
nor identical or highly comparable to the other question. I allow it on the
basis that it is not.

Mr COURT replied:
Only one second reading speech was presented to the Parliament today.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Fremantle under

Standing Order No 73(a). I do not like doing that; however, for several days
the member has chosen to ignore my firm calls to come to order. I do that as
part of the process of removing a member.

Mr COURT: I make it clear to members that only one second reading speech exists;
it is the one that was spoken, not the one that was written. That is important.

Mr Taylor: You have a big problem; you have $23m worth of problems.
Mr COURT: What does the member mean by a big problem? I just said that only

one second reading speech exists which is the speech I gave. The Treasury
may have changed the speech during last night; however, I have given only
one second reading speech ini this House.

FAMILY COUNSELLING SERVICES - GOVERNMENT FUNDING
55. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Community Development:

Has the Government provided any funds additional to the 1992-93 Budget to
assist family counselling services?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
The Government has allocated an additional $150 000 towards supporting
services for families facing difficulties. Those funds have been provided to
three organisations: The Marriage Guidance Council of Western Austrlia;
Anglicane; and Centrecare. It is designed to provide additional counselling for
the following 12 months to deal with the waiting lists of families who are
seeking help for incidents of domestic violence and parent-teen problems.
Each of the organisations will receive $50 000 as a nonrecurrent grant. It is
expected that between 350 and 400 families will be assisted by the
Government's decision. I thank the organisations for being willing to provide
the extended support.

Mr Ripper: They will get advice rather than money.
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Mr NICHOLLS:, They will be provided with support and services, particularly in the
counselling field, to deal with family problems including domestic violence
and parent-teen conflict. The Marriage Guidance Council of WA and
Anglicare will use their grants to provide additional services to assist families
with problems of violence. Centrecare will provide additional counselling for
the parent-teen link program. All three organisations have experienced an
excessive number of demands. These demands provide concern for the
Government and people in the community. The waiting lists have varied
throughout the year. However. there have been waiting lists of up to eight
weeks.
It is interesting to hear the comments made by members about the previous
Government which did absolutely nothing to try to reduce the waiting lists.
They sit there today holier than thou pretending that they did something when
their actions largely put this State into a position where it cannot provide all of
the services that it would like to provide.
The Government is committed to keeping families together by helping them
to develop the personality skills and the attitudes that they need to overcome
the problems and not to simply put in place programs that create an illusion
for election purposes or an illusion of dependency.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS - ALEC, MARILYN, DEATH INQUIRY
56. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Police:

I draw the Minister's attention to media reports concerning a traffic accident
in Marble Bar on 24 June 1993 in which Marilyn Alec, a pedestrian, died after
being hit by a car driven by an off duty police officer. Given the unusual
circumstances surrounding this incident, when will he announce an inquiry
into the matter?

Mr WIESE replied:
Police are already conducting inquiries into this matter. When those
investigations are complete [ will receive the report from the police.

Mr Ripper: Are you satisfied with the inquiry so far?
Mr WIESE: I do not think that is an appropriate question at this stage. This matter

will be the subject of a coronial inquiry. Under those circumstances, it is not
appropriate for me to make any comments about the circumstances of the
accident or any other factors involved. However, I assure the House and the
community that this matter will be investigated fully. When the results of
those investigations are to hand, I wilt make suitable comments. I do not
think it would be appropriate for me to comment further on the matter at this
stage.

POLICE - INFRINGEMENTS AND DEMERIT POINTS SYSTEM
Review; Motorists, Notiafication Reintroduction

57. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Police:
In relation to the traffic infringement penalties that result in accumulation of
demerit points -
(1) Does the Minister agree that this system of penalties requires a

thorough review and, if so, does the Minister intend to initiate such a
review?

(2) Will the Minister give consideration to reintroducing the system of
informing motorists of the number of demerit points accumulated
when they have been involved in some infringement?

Mr WIESE replied:
(I)-(2)

There are aspects about the system of infringements and demerit points that I
believe need to be addressed, and I have already taken some steps towards

981



982 [ASSEMBLY]

addressing those. I do not know that we need to conduct a full investigation
into everything to do with the process. One aspect about infringement notices
that has caused me concern is that relating to notifying people of the number
of demerit points they have accumulated. Members may not be aware that
prior to 1984 motorists were notified if they incurred demerit points through a
traffic infringement. This practice ceased in 1984 and the only people who
receive notification now are those people who pay their fines personally to the
Clerk of Courts. Those people who pay their fines by Bankcard or cheque
through the post are not notified or the accumulation of demerit points. I am
not satisfied with this practice. Since the introduction of the Multanova many
more motorists have been subject to infringement notices and have
accumulated demerit points.
I am considering ways to notify motorists after they have 'accumulated six
demerit points. The Police Department is already spending $100 000 per
annum in postage costs notifying those people who pay their infringement
notices personally of the number of demerit points they have. If we introduce
a system of notifying all die motorists who have incurred traffic fines of their
demerit points the postage charges will be between $300 000 and $400 000.
Another change we are considering is that when infringement notices are
written out they show not only the level of fine, as is the case now, but also
the number of demerit points accumulated. The motorist will then know at
the time the infringement notice is issued how many demerit points he has
accumulated. By addressing these issues we will be addressing the problems
raised by the member.

WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS BILL - MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION'S
COMMENTS, ACCURATENESS

58. Mr OSBORNE to the Minister for Labour Relations:
Will the Minister please inform the House whether the comments made by
members of the Opposition in regard to the workplace agreements Bill, with
particular reference to its length and the people involved in its drafting, are
accurate?

Mr KLBRATH replied:
I thank the member for the question. The pathetic members of the Opposition
cannot get the fact right under any circumstances. The member for Thornlie
is desperate for a headline and she has become known to the Government as
"Madam Make-up"- On 25 May Non Bob Thomas was reported in the Albany
Advertiser as saying that he had seen a third draft of the Bill and that it was
100 pages long. I can inform the House that it is only 58 pages long, If he
says he has seen a third draft of the Bill, he is making it up. The Opposition's
inaccuracies get worse because Madam Make-up put her foot in it when she
said the Bill was drafted in the Eastern States. She was trying to align this
Government's Bill with the Kennett legislation in Victoria. I can assure this
House that the workplace agreements Bill has been completely drafted from
beginning to end inside Government, through the Parliamentary Counsel's
officer.

Severa members interjected.
Withdrawal of Remark

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not think the member for Thornlie should have used
that language.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Thomnlie used the expression about willing

lies. I ask her to withdraw it.
Mrs HENDERSON: I withdraw the remark.
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Point of Order
Mr RIPPER: The Minister used the term "Madam Make-up" which has similar

implications. Do you, Mr Speaker, consider that should be withdrawn?
The SPEAKER: Perhaps because of my age, I do not find the ternm "Madam Make-

up" offensive. I think that is a reasonable comment to make for someone in
my position. However, if the member finds that tern offensive I ask the
Minister not to use it.

Questions wit/oto Notice Resumed
Mr KIERATH: I have been the subject of barbs and taunts from the member for

Thornlie and I have taken them. If the member for Thornie finds that
expression offensive I will withdraw it. How is that for being magnanimous?
However, I find it offensive from this side of the House that members
opposite who do not have anything construcdive to say should make things up.
The member for Thiornie does not have a copy of the Bill, it is only 58 pages
long, and it was prepared in Western Australia.

FISHERIES - OWLL NET FISHING, PEEL-HARVEY WATERWAYS
59. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for Fisheries:

Will the Minister please advise what progress has been made on the appeal
and representation by the Mandurah and Murray amateur fishermen against
unattended net fishing in the Peel-Harvey waterways?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The member for Murray, along with others, has made a number of
representations to me on the issue of gill net fishing. In response to those
requests I have established a group of people, including someone from the
Mandurah and Murray region -

Mr Taylor: Another review.
Mr HOUSE: No it is not.
Mr Taylor: What are you doing then?
Mr HOUSE: Finding out the facts.
Dr Lawrence: I am glad to see the Leader of the National Party smiling. I was

beginning to think National Party members had lost their sense of humour.
Mr HOUSE: We shall never lose our sense of humour while Opposition members are

around to laugh at.
That committee will report to me within a few weeks and a decision about the
future of gill net fishing will be made public. It is a complex issue and in my
view it is difficult to make one rule that is applicable to the whole of Western
Australia. That committee will probably be looking at the various aspects that
make up the gill net fishing industry and the amateur industry, and will report
to me accordingly.
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